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Chapter Directors 
Rich & Lucy Schaad 
C-727-421-6083 
rschaad1@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Chapter Educators,  
Ron & Kathy Jackson 
C-727-433-0549 
ronkathyflm@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Assistant Chapter Educa-
tors 
Ken & Sue Stagner 
H-727-442-0526 C-727-698-2302 
Stangner@knology.net 
 
Treasurer 
Bill Zulas 
H-727-725-4020 
zulas@sprintmail.com 
 
2009 Couple Of the Year 
Wavy & Paul Begin 
H-727-536-6156 
pbegin@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Membership Coordinators 
Buzz & Betty Probus 
H-727-688-1175 
Aprobus1@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Public Relations 
Jerry & Nancy Costell                  
H- 727 784-6127                            
CNanJer@aol.com                               
 
Ride  & Motorist  
Awareness Coordinators  
Don & Tina Allen 
H-727-525-3399 
Fl1winger@gmail.com 
 

50/50 Sales 
Gary & Jerri Miles 
H- 727-530-4526 
garymiles@aol.com                 
 
Goody Sales 
Pete & Evona Pawlik 
H-727-517-3552 
 petepawlik@yahoo.com               
 
Sunshine Lady                   
Austine Barbour                                     
H-727-531-5093 
bigredgw@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Database   
Cathy Sweeney 
H-727-546-0524   
djsweeney@juno.com 
 
Phone Tree Coordinator &  
“M” Shopper 
Sharon Dunn 
H-727-544-2961 
dunbo@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Activities Coordinator 
Debbie Magness 
H-727-771-6808 
dlmagn@aol.com 
 
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster 
Paul & Wavy Begin 
H-727-536-6156 
pbegin@tampabay.rr.com 

                                

GENERAL MEETINGSGENERAL MEETINGS   

3rd Thursday @ Stacey’s Buffet 

1451 Missouri Avenue North 

Largo – Dinner @ 6:00 PM 

Meeting @ 7:30 PM 

KICK TIRESKICK TIRES   

1st, 2rd, & 4th Thursdays of each MonthThursdays of each Month  
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Friends for Fun, Safety 
& Knowledge 

Chapter Officers & Staff  

All RIDES LEAVE FROMAll RIDES LEAVE FROM   

McDonalds at the corner of Nursery 
Road and US 19 North 

 
Check Events Calendar 
on the following pages 

We are the M & M’s 

Visit our website at  Suncoastwings. com 



 Nat iona l  
Executive Director  

 
Melissa Eason 

National ,  Regional  and Distr ict  Staf f  

��

Region “A” 
Region “A” Directors  

Bob & Nancy Shrader 

Region “A” Assistant 
Director/Webmaster  

Ed Porter 

Region “A” Assistant 
Directors  

Jim & Sue Jackson 

Region “A”Treasurer  

Joanne Jacobs 

Region “A” Trainers  

Dave & Ellen Hamilton 

Region “A” Rider 

 Educators 

Ron & Pam Lantz 

Region “A” Couple of 
the Year 

Gregg & Patricia Harbison 

District Directors 

Ed & Jeanette Carr 

Assistant District Directors 
Bruce Griffing & Mary Haight 

William &Cheryl  Smith 

Geno & Kathy Jette 

Bill & Gina Berry 

Nate & Danelle Kinion 

Cliff Hotchkiss 

 District Treasurers 

Conrad & Marcia Shad 

District Rider Educators 

Joe & Jan Mazza 

Assistant District Rider Educator 

Don & Judy  Danbury 

 

 

Leadership Trainers & Public 
Relations 

Doug & Sandy Gray 

 District  

Membership Enhancement 

Bruce Griffing & Mary Haight 

District Motorist Awareness 

Nate & Danelle Kinion 

 District Couple of the Year 

Rex & Tina Prince 

 District Newsletter Editor  

Millie Prince 

 District Webmaster 
Millie Prince 

Florida DistrictFlorida District   

Region “A” Rally 
Dothan, Alabama 

September 10, 11 & 12, 2009 
We’re going back to L.A. 

(Lower Alabama, that is ) 
for a 

Region “A” Hoedown 
“ We’re a thinkin y’all 

should pull out those old overalls  
and straw hats and come on 

down to L.A. and play with us.” 
SEE YA THERE !! 

 
Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

Florida District  
Region “A” 30th Annual 

“Wing Gathering” 
March 12-14 , 2009 
Kissimmee, Florida 



       
 
     I know that Paul has a pretty large collection of articles that members have sub-
mitted so I will use that as an excuse to keep mine real short !  
     It is great to see so many members coming to the chapter functions. This is the 
time of year that we have to pick our kick tire locations carefully because a lot of 
places cannot handle the number we bring in. That is a good thing for sure. Many 
new members have joined us over the past few months and we welcome them and 
hope they are enjoying themselves. Lucy & I have not been able to join in on as 
much as we would like to because work is keeping us busy. We feel lucky to have a 
job in this day and age, so playtime has to take a back seat for now. Even when we 
are not with you, I think you all know that we wish we could be and will be again.  
     Our multi-chapter poker run is right around the corner and we will be gearing up 
for it over the next few weeks so when it arrives we are fully prepared. The District 
Rally is also coming up in just a few short weeks and 
Chapter M always has a great time while there. Maybe 
someone from Chapter M can win the new Goldwing 
again this year so we can celebrate like last year. Good 
luck to all of you (us) that bought tickets!!  
 
      
      Until Next Month,   
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Chapter Directors  
FL1-M 
 

Please phone any changes in your address, telephone 
home/cell phone numbers or e-mail address to 

Rich Schaad – Cell-727-421-6083. 
We would like to keep our records up to date 

A Thought from our Chapter Directors 
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Road Captain’s Course & Team Riding 
 

            We recently conducted a Road Captain’s Course and not everyone was able 
to attend.  In lieu of this, several items were discussed at the meeting in February.  
Being a Road Captain does not mean that you must lead or tail gun a group. How-
ever if you are riding in the middle of the group and the group is separated at a light, 
you might be in that position.  It is best if everyone knows what to do if they are 
placed in this position.   
            Chapter M strives to ride as a team and not as a group.  What is the differ-
ence you ask?  The difference is in a group the individual riders do their own thing 
and just ride.  In a team all of the riders work together and as such will present the 
chapter in a positive light.   

Traveling as a team means organization.  We typically work together in lane 
changes and changing from staggered formation to single file and back.  The method we 
use in lane changes involves the leader requesting the tail gunner to secure the lane.  The 
tail gunner will secure the lane as soon as it is safely possible. If a delay is required they 
will notify the leader that they heard the request and will secure the lane.  After the lane 
is secure the tail gunner will say something similar to “Left lane is secure, signal, look, 
and move left”.  Another method that is used is when the tail gunner decides it is best to 
move the team from the rear to the front, usually when changing from the right to the left 
lane.  The leader may also request a front to rear change. Typically this happens when 
changing from the left lane to the right lane. 
Another consideration is merging onto an interstate.  Normally the tail gunner will not 

be able to secure the merge lane and the leader will call for everyone to merge on their own and reorganize 
after everyone is safely on the highway.   

Lane choices are very important when traveling on the interstate.  When you are in the right hand 
lane there is always the possibility that vehicles will cut into the group in an effort to exit.  This usually hap-
pens when someone is in a hurry and tries to pass the team and exit.  Of course there are always the vehicles 
entering the highway.  The merging traffic always has a yield sign, but we know that many of the drivers 
don’t know what that means.  It is not always practical for the team to change lanes, however each individ-
ual rider has the option to change lanes to separate themselves from the merging vehicles.  Applying brakes 
in anticipation of what the merging vehicle might do subjects the riders in the back to danger from traffic 
hitting them from the rear.  Many times what happens is a person in the travel lanes applies their brakes and 
so does the merging traffic, resulting in a block in the road. 

Always remember the most important thing in any team ride. You are responsible for your own 
self.  Ride Safe. 

      
          , 
 �
��
��
��
��������	������
��������	������
��������	������
��������	������
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Senior Chapter Educators 
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  Birthdays 
Buzz Probus 6 
Bob Price 10 

Pete Pawlik 12 
Harold Wurtz 14 
Earl Rummel 16 

Chris Giocondo/Schaad 16 
Bill Barbour 23 
Ed Smoak 27 

J.R. Garrison 28 

  

March  

���������������������������� ����	�
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Anniversaries 
Kathy & Ron Jackson 1 
Christine & Stu Posner 5 
Maxine & Jim Jackson 8 
Sue & Paul Bowser 22 

 

April  

Birthdays 
Ray Zurenda 3 
Roy Johnson 6, 

Pam Price 8 
Connie Johnson/

Garriques 9 
Christine Posner 10, 

Stu Posner 14 
 

Anniversaries 
Betty & Buzz Probus 20 
Sue & Ken Stagner 28 

 

2009 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS 
  
 

Mar. 12 – 14        Florida District Rally                                                    Kissimme e 
March 26-28        Alabama District Rally                                                Pelham, AL 
March 29             FL1-E2 America Diabetes Assoc.  Poker Run           Fort Walton Beach                           
April 4                 FL1-B Road Rally & Fun Day                                      Seffner 
April 4                 FL1-Q Relay for Life Poker Run                                 Milton 
April 11               FL2-G Charity Poker Run                                            Fort Myers 
April 18               FL1-W Green Eggs & Ham Poker  Run                       Orlando 
April 25               Multi-Chapter Charity Poker Run                               Tampa Bay Area 
April 30- May 2   South Carolina District Rally                                      Myrtle Beach, SC 
May 9                   FL1-F2  Poker Run/Motorcycl e Rally                         St. Petersburg     
June 11-13          Georgia District Rally                                                  Hiawassee,  GA 
Sept 19                FL1-A 15 th Anniversary Picnic                                   Lutz 
Nov. 14                Florida District Rider Ed Fa ir                                     St. Petersbu rg�

 
Although not a GWRRA function, we have learned that Honda Hoot has been cancelled for 2009. 
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Our Ride & Motorists Awareness 
Coordinators Column 

 
Hi Gang, 

It sure is great to see so many chapter members 
at our kick tires and rides. We must be doing something 
right. Let’s keep up the good work.  

 As you know, the state rally is right around the 
corner. Our chapter has many new members since last 
year. While the state rally is a lot of fun, it can seem 
overwhelming the first time you attend. It’s kind of like 
going to Disney the first time. You know it’s going to 
be great, but you’re not sure where to start.  If you have 
attended in the past, please act as a mentor to anyone 
who has not gone. The first year that we went we had 
no idea that members shared rooms or what we needed 
to do. Barb and Gene Henry took some time to explain 
how things worked and what we should make sure we 
participated in. That little bit of coaching made a world 
of difference in our experience. 
             Paul told me to keep it short. So there you have 
it, short and sweet.  
 �����������	

���
Ride Coordinators 
 
                       
 
 

Buzy Bees   
 
     Spring riding season is upon and we are get-
ting a good turn out for rides.....One example was 
the ride to Cedar Key- a full day 300 miles - great 
food - fun had by all.  
     We have been blessed with some FL1-M new 
members ...... All of our seasoned members must 
remember when we were new arrivals & how a 
welcome smile and hug was appreciated. I know 
you will do the same for them.  
     GWRRA is working to enhance benefits for all 
of us. One very good recent one is the old 50 mile 
limit with Rescue Plus has been increased to 100 
miles. Stay tuned for other benefits they are work-
ing on for us.  
 
Thank you,  

�
�������
���
Membership  

 

���������	
��	
���
����
���
�
��
�������	�
���

	���	�
�����������������	
�������	����
������
�

 �
���	
���	�������!���	
�����
"""""""""""""""""""�

 

A SURPRISE WEDDING? 
�

     That’s right, but probably not what you might think. 
No, it was not some prearranged third world wedding, 
where the bride met her husband on her wedding day; 
no quite the opposite. This was one of the most beauti-
ful weddings I have ever had the honor of attending. 
Not for its grandeur or prestige, though it was extremely 
well done, but for the heart felt extension of love from a 
GWRRA Chapter to two of their own. Let me explain. 
     Kathy and Ron Jackson have always have been ac-
tive members of GWRRA Clearwater Florida Chapter 
FL1M. They have served as Chapter Directors and cur-
rently are our Chapter Educators. Besides being active 
members and a driving force for all things positive in 
GWRRA, they are much like the rest of us. They grew 
up in a different world where people cared about each 
other. It was a simpler time where things like pride, mo-
rality, love of God and Country were all at the top of 
the priority list. In a time where a hand shake was as 
good as a written contract, you were judged by your 
honor and not your wealth. Yes better times than now, 
but the good thing is that those of us who were fortu-
nate enough to grow up in those times still hold dear the 
values we learned, and the love and respect we have for 
each other and our friends. These values are what sup-
port wedding vows and put the meaning in “Till death 
do us part”. 
     Ron and Kathy Jackson met their last year of high 
school and became friends. They started dating in May 
of 1968 and in June Ron bought his first motorcycle.  
Kathy used to get on the back of Ron’s motorcycle and 
they would ride the back roads of Pennsylvania. This 
was a very small town so the word did get back to her 
parents and grandparents. They were not pleased that 
she was riding a motorcycle with Ron and let her know, 
so they did what most any teenagers would do.  She told 
her parents that she was going downtown for something 
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and Ron would meet her to go riding. It did not take 
long for them to realize that they had each found their 
soul mate. I guess you could say that they fell in love 
on and with the motorcycle. In October of 1968 they 
became engaged. 
      When Kathy was a little girl she would play 
“wedding” all the time.  An apron for a gown, Mom’s 
heels and a lace tablecloth for a veil was all she needed.  
Her dolls were her honored guests and all had to attend 
the wedding. She rehearsed over and over again. As she 
got older her plans became even more elaborate. After 
her engagement to Ron she thought “now I’ll have the 
wedding of my dreams”. For many reasons that wasn’t 
to be, and Ron and Kathy ended up eloping and were 
married on March 1, 1969.  Kathy never lost the dream 
of having her fairytale wedding.  Even after being mar-
ried 39 years, she admitted that she was still hopeful 
that some day, some way, they would be able to have 
the wedding she had always wished for.   
     They started a family right away with one son born 
10 months after they were married.  When he was born, 
they realized that the motorcycle was not practical and 
they had needs 
for additional 
money.  The bike 
was sold out of 
necessity, but 
their desire to 
ride remained 
alive and well.  A 
second son was 
born in 1975 and 
now all hopes for 
another motorcy-
cle were dashed.  
Well, that lasted 
about 3 years 
when Ron’s Mom 
and Dad bought a 
Honda Twinstar.  Ron got his motorcycle license again 
and they would take off on this bike, when they could 
steal it away from Mom and Dad. Mom and Dad are 
avid riders and very active members of chapter FL1M. 
You will see them at almost every event and rally in 
every state. The fact that they are both 89 years young 
has not slowed them down at all.  A short time later 
Mom and Dad decided to get rid of this bike (probably 
because Ron and Kathy had it all the time anyway) and 
buy a bigger one. So Ron and Kathy bought the Twin-
star, which has been replaced many times over, as they 
have ridden the twisted road of life together since that .

“do us part” thing I spoke of earlier.  Well 39 years and 
counting is pretty good.  

 
              

     That simple innocent conversation was all it took for 
Tina to call Sharon Dunn and the rest of chapter FL1M. 
A wedding, a real wedding? Was it doable? You bet 
your sweet M & M’s it was. The wedding was on! This 
was not going to be any half baked wedding. It had to 
be first class in every way, book the hall, plan the ban-
quet, get a DJ, find a minister, get decorations, notify 
the guests quietly and of course get a wedding gown. 
She must have a wedding gown. And a tux, oh yes, a 
tux. Did I forget to say that it was decided this needed 
to be a complete surprise for Kathy? Well that was the 
plan. How the heck were they going to pull this off? 
Ron had to be in on the plans. When he was told what 
was being planned, he was not told much about what 
was going to happen. His job was simply to get Kathy 
to Sharon Dunn’s house at the proper time so they could 
fit the wedding gown and prepare the bride for her 
dream come true wedding. Could he be trusted? Come 
on, who wouldn’t trust Prince Charming?!  
     The day of the wedding, Prince Charming delivered 
Kathy on time as planned. I hope God grades on a 
curve, because a lot of lies were told to get all of this to 
work properly. In fact, I fear for most of the chapter. 
How did Kathy react? I’ll let her tell you in her own 
words. 
     “March 1st was our 39th anniversary and Ron told me 
he had a surprise for me.  He was taking me away for 
the weekend.  He wouldn’t tell me where, just told me 
to pack a bag and a fancy dress. What had he planned? 
All we ever do is ride the motorcycle, but I did as he 
asked. Saturday was a beautiful Florida day and soon I 
would find out the surprise. At least so I thought!  My 
darling husband took me to the library, Lowe’s and to 
the car wash.  That was only after I did three loads of 
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Kathy & Tina getting ready  
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laundry.  What more could a girl want on her anniver-
sary?  Then we were going to stop at Sharon and Tracy 
Dunn’s home and see their twin grandsons.  I love ba-
bies, so that wasn’t a problem.  We arrived at their 
home and Sharon tells me that the twins aren’t coming, 
but that today I was going to have my wedding and 
needed to get ready.  Tina and Don Allen were there 
and Tina was holding up my spectacular wedding 
gown.   Tina’s daughter donated her communion veil to 
complete the gown. To say I was overwhelmed was a 
drastic understatement.  Of course I cried, and cried, 
and cried some more.  Don and Tracy took pictures and 
Sharon and Tina helped me get ready.   
     What a wonderful surprise bestowed by our true 
friends of GWRRA. The value of this gift is only out-
done by the value of those who gave it. Who would 
have guessed that my dreams would be granted by my 
motorcycle family? I can’t believe the whole chapter 
was in on it and managed to keep it a secret.  My fa-

ther-in-law walked 
me down the aisle to 
a packed house and 

to my surprise again, our son from California was there 
waiting at the altar.  Our good friend Ed Smoak offici-
ated at the ceremony.  Everything was wonderful and 
most important all my family (Chapter FL1-M) was 
there with us.  In this life it isn’t how many breaths you 
take, it is how many breaths are taken away by a spe-
cial moment.  This took my breath away and I will 
never forget the day I was given my dream wedding.  
To all my Chapter M family, I can’t thank you enough 
for making my dream come true. May God bless you 
one and all.”  
     This fairytale may sound unique, but really it’s not. I 
have been in 
GWRRA since it 
formed in Florida 
(member #2110) and 
have had the privi-
lege of riding 
through much of my 
life with the fine 
men and women of 
GWRRA. The thing 

thing that makes us different from many other motorcy-
cle groups is the abundance of stories like this, and the 
true caring feelings and actions expressed within our 

membership, many times freely given from one stranger 
to another. 
     How wonderful it is when someone knows of a need 
or wish and steps forward to grant it. Not for any other 
reason than to simply bring happiness to a friend. Quali-
ties like this are rare in today’s busy world, but are quite 
abundant throughout the GWRRA family. Many thanks 
go out to Tina Allen and Sharon Dunn for getting the 
ball rolling and to all the members who worked so hard 
to make this dream wedding a reality. Now Prince 
Charming and Maid Kathy can ride together down the 
road of life and live happily ever after, with her child-
hood dream fulfilled. 
     This wonderful gift could not have been bestowed 
on a more deserving couple.  May God always bless 
their marriage and all the fine members of Chapter FL1-
M (The M & M’s) who made her dreams come true. 
 
Written by 
��������� �

�
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Kathy after be-
ing told she is 
finally going to 
have the wed-
ding she dreamt 

Jim & Maxine (Mom & Pop) Jackson,  
Kathy & Ron Jackson and their son Keith. 
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     To put ads in this newsletter, you must be a member of Chapter M or GWRRA.  
Space permitting – New ads will be allowed to have a short paragraph of about 2-5 
lines describing the item for sale, plus up to 3 colored pictures.  The editor may ad-
just wording, and size of pictures will be adjusted to fit space available.  If you want 
to continue running the item for sale, you must let the editor know and it will be ed-
ited to 1 or 2 lines and no pictures. Ads may be e-mailed or given directly to the edi-
tor. Once the item sells, please let the editor know so it can be removed. 
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Chapter M Apparel and GWRRA Artwork 
 
     We are pleased to announce that our Goody Sales representatives have 
greatly increased the variety of apparel that you can now order.  In order to 
view these items, please request that they show you the new attire catalogue 
that they have made up.  You can also view these items by visiting our website 
and clicking on the “For Sale” button on the home page and then following the 
directions on the page that comes up.  If you are viewing this newsletter on the 
web, just click on the underlined text to  access these items. http://
suncoastwings.com/Attire/attireindex.htm 
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    On this day, Sunday, February 1, 2009, we had our Doug Sweeny Memorial Ride. Our riders meeting commenced at 
9:30 AM in the parking lot behind the VILLAGE INN o n Gulf to Bay, Clearwater, FL. 
     Each bike had a black ribbon tied to the antenna for this event.  
 
Doug was there.  We could feel his presence, and you the reader are talking with Doug. 
 
Where did all these bikes come from? And what’s all the fuss about?   
 
There are 2 vans, 37 bikes and 68 people here. These are all your friends and the fuss is 
all about you, Doug, and how we all miss you.  
 
Oh, I don’t want anyone making a big fuss over me. 
 
It’s no big fuss Doug. They all want to ride with you again, so come on man. It’s a 
beautiful crisp day, lets ride.  
 
So where we going?   
 
How about the Skyway for pictures?  You know, like we did with your red bike. Then we could ride over to the Apollo Beach 
Power Station and see the manatees.  
 
We’ll leave here, cross the Bayside Bridge,  go east on 118th to 275, and down to the Skyway. 
 
OK. Lets go! 
 
We’re going to pull into the rest area on the south side of the bridge. 
 
Doug’s son, Paul, rode Ole BLUE, all polished up for the ride,  sparkling in the bright morning sunlight.  
 
Look at Ole BLUE, Doug, with the Skyway Bridge behind it. Doesn’t it look great? (And it 
was beautiful!)  
 
Yeah,  Kathy really works hard at keeping Ole BLUE that way.  
She’s always made me proud. 
 
Why are so many people gathering around  the bike?  
 
They’re all part of your family, Doug, and they want to be in the picture with you and Ole-
BLUE. 
 
I feel a little embarrassed.  
 
Ah, don’t be, Doug.  Let’s smile and pose for some pictures. 
 
OK. 
 
Come on, lets go see the manatees.  We’ll go south,  pick up 41 and head up 
to the Apollo Beach Power Station. 
 
OK!  Maybe they’ll have some coffee there. 
 
Sure is a beautiful day, isn’t it. 
 
Yeah, just perfect,  couldn‘t have asked for anything better.. 
 
Check out that parking lot for watching the manatees. There’s plenty of 
parking space now. We can all get in there with space to spare. 
 
So where are the manatees? 
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We’ve got to go up that walkway. It winds around to where the manatees bask in the warm water discharge from the power plant. 
There,  see? 
 
Oh yeah, there must be a couple dozen of them in there. 
 
So where’s the coffee? 
 
Over there, Doug, in that concession stand. 
 
Ok, I’ll check it out. 
 
They said they have to make some. 
 
Don’t worry, Doug. I just heard Rich say there was a VILLAGE INN  
about 10 minutes or so from here, and we could go there and get something 
to eat.   
 
 Sounds good to me!  I could use some coffee. I think I heard Rich say 
“Let’s mount up”. 
 
Ok then, let’s go! 
 
Keep your eyes peeled for the orange sign, Doug. 
 
There it is, up ahead on the right. 
 
Let’s get parked. Can you smell the coffee yet? 
 
I think so . I can smell that stuff a mile away. 
 
The food was good. How was the coffee?  
 
All coffee is good, just some is better than others.  
I guess Tim Horton’s is my favorite. 
 
What do you think, Doug? Did you get enough coffee to see you home? 
 
I think so. Which way are we going? 
 
Depends on which group you hook up with. We’re going up 75 to 56,  turn 
west  and pick up 54. 
 
I think I’ll stay with the northerners. 
 
OK, Doug  …..  enjoyed the ride.  Thanks for the company …...  Ride safe  ….  See ya! 
 



                                 Doug’s Ride 
      
     Sunday, February 1, the temperature was moder-
ate, however everyone was bundled up against the 
breezes. We had an excellent turnout of approx. 35 
bikes and 2 vehicles. We met at the Village Inn in 
Clearwater. First stop was at the south rest area of the 
Skyway Bridge. We took a wonderful group  photo 
with Doug and Cathy's "ole Blue" front and center. 
We then proceeded to the power plant and the mana-
tee viewing area.  
     As always in Chapter M tradition, lunch followed. 
However, when leaving the restaurant, we had a bike 
down incident in which Pete Pawlik was injured. He 
attempted to keep the bike upright and somehow his 
left foot ended up under the bike. He heard a "crack". 
When we reached him, he was unable to bear weight 
on that extremity and I was pretty sure the ankle was 
broken. The first suggestion I heard was to remove his 
boot. The boot was stabilizing the fracture and was 
preventing excess swelling. Unless you have profuse 
bleeding, it is probably best to leave the boot in place 
(same principle as DO NOT REMOVE HELMET).            
Of course, you need to evaluate on an individual ba-
s i s . 
     Fortunately, our van was available and we got Pete 
to the ER back closer to home. Curtis Palmore rode 
the bike home. Pete was joking that Monday was a 
polish holiday so he did not have to work. 
 
Tracy and Sharon 
 
 

Floral City- FL1-T  
Valentine Day Poker Ride  

 
     I, myself, am not used to getting up early but our 
riders meeting was at 7 AM, so I was up at 6 AM. 
However, at the rally I was informed by the Ft. Myers 
CD that they had to leave at 5 AM and they had the 
most riders to boot!! That made me feel a lot better 
and 6 AM didn't sound so bad after all. I better watch 
out, as I don't want anyone to think I am whining!  
     We had a great turnout of bikes, trikes and auto-
mobiles, and we divided into two groups to ride to 
Floral City. Debbie Magness was having a clothing 
party so she was very kind and let Gene and Barb  

Henry use her trike for the ride. It was so nice to 
see Gene and Barb who are in town for a month, 
and of course enjoying their friends and the 
weather. Cathy Sweeney is back in town and 
spent the day with us. Sharon Dunn let Cathy be 
her co-rider on her trike, which was very nice of 
her. Cathy is always fun to be around and it was 
good to see her. I talked to her and she expressed 
how grateful she was for all the support GWRRA 
gave her here and up North.  
     The rally was fun with lots of nice prizes. 
They had a cruise for two grand prizes, the 
50/25/25 had two $150 prizes, which was nice. I 
enjoyed playing the games and they were good 
ones. I brought home a few nice prizes for all my 
game efforts! I bailed Evona out of jail, but I told 
her the catch was she had to get Pete and put him 
in jail. Pete was lucky, she didn't do it . She must 
have known better ,as she didn't take me up on 
my offer.  
     We had a great day at the rally, nice weather, 
good friends. Who can ask for more! We headed 
home with  smiles on our faces and all went well.  
 
Be Safe and See You Next Ride,  
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     Dennis/Debbie Magness and Tracy/Sharon 
Dunn met Paul/Wavy Begin, Bill/Margie 
Miller and Don Elkins/Nancy Bailey at the 
Tampa Port Authority terminal on 1/18. We were 
able to board the ship, Carnival Legend, around 
11:30 AM and went straight upstairs to the 
FOOD TROUGH!! (FAT MAN'S HEAVEN). 
After eating, everyone scattered to unpack, ex-
plore the ship, schedule spa appointments, etc. At 
4 pm, we had the famous life jacket/life boat drill 
and then we set sail. Everyone went up to the top 
deck to enjoy the view of Tampa as we 
d ep a r t ed .            . 
     At 6 pm, IT'S TIME TO EAT AGAIN!! First, 
we had to meet with the maitre D to correct a sit-

13 



ting problem. After dinner, the Welcome Aboard 
Show was in the Follies lounge. Then most of us 
went to bed; but Debbie, Bill and 
Margie found their way to the casino. Bill and 
Margie had already won the Florida Lotto that 
morning to the tune of $6000 by having 5 out of 6 
numbers.  
     Monday was a SEA day. It was windy so it 
was rough. I had my scopolamine patch on and 
Wavy was taking her Dramamine. Everyone took 
advantage of various activities on board (eating). 
     Tuesday, we docked in Cozumel. It was also 
Paul's 65th birthday. When Paul and Wavy got off 
the ship for their tour of the Mayan ruins...Debbie 
and I headed to their room to decorate! Wavy had 
given the room steward permission to let us into 
the room--big mistake!!!! We had brought all the 
decorations on board in our suitcases. We deco-
rated the entire room, the bathroom and the hall-
way door. We found our way to the dining room 
and decorated the table (never underestimate Deb-
bie and Sharon). Bill and Margie ordered the 
birthday cake for the celebration at dinner. Then 
we departed the ship to spend the day shopping in 
Cozumel. Debbie found a T-shirt that said, "If you 
think I'm a bitch, you should see my friend." (Do 
you think she was referring to me?) Needless to 
say, Paul was surprised when he returned to their 
room. I don't know why, but he automatically 
blamed Debbie and me. He marched down the hall 
to Debbie's room. Luckily I was on a different 
deck. We finished dinner that night with a chorus 
of "Happy Birthday“. (At least our waiter had a 
great voice!)                              .               
     Wednesday, we anchored off Belize and had to 
TENDER (small boat) to shore. Paul and Wavy 
took a tour, Sights and Sounds of Belize. The rest 
of us went shopping. Dennis stayed on board the 
ship. (He could not bear to watch Debbie do more 
shopping). 
     Thursday, we docked at Roatan, Honduras. Bill 
and Margie took a tour and swam with the dol-
phins. The rest of us took an independent tour of 
the area and had lunch at a little open air restau-
rant right next to the water. BEAUTIFUL de-
scribes this island.                      .                                           
     Friday, we anchored off Grand Cayman and 

had to TENDER to shore. Bill and Margie took a 
tour and swam with the stingrays at "Stingray City". 
Everyone else went shopping and had lunch at Mar-
garitaville.              .                           
     Saturday, final day at Sea. We are also celebrat-
ing Nancy Bailey's 65th birthday a few days early 

(!/31). The 
d e c o r a t i o n s 
were recycled 
f o r  t h e i r 
second usage 
this cruise. 
Again, Bill and 
Margie ordered 
a cake (there 
wasn't any left 

from the first one) and we sang Happy Birthday 
again. (It sounded just as bad as the first time.)  . 
     Sunday, final meal on board ship, then time to 
debark and head for home. (Cathy, everyone had 
clothes to wear off the ship!)                     .    
     Bill and Margie were extremely lucky in the ca-
sino, winning 4 different times in the amounts of 
$1300/$600/$130/$1000 (including the Lotto 
money, that's over $9000 in one week) .  I'm asking 
them to buy my Lotto tickets in the future. Dennis 
got home in time to play golf. Don and Nancy got 
back to Ohio in time to get snowed in the house. 
Paul and Wavy are now hooked on "cruising" 
 
Next time, we hope more of you will join us! 
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If you are viewing this newsletter online, click here for a 
slideshow. Http://suncoastwings.com/cruise/cruise.wmv 
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Don’t Forget ! 
 

Newsletter Articles are worth 50 chapter dollars ! 
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