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Friends for Fun,
Safety & Knowledge



2

CHAPTER FL1-M TEAM

Asst. Chapter Educator
Curtis Palmore
C-727-742-2042
mrec1@verizon.net
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Steven Burson
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Triathalon/Race Coordinator
Mary Claypool
H727-391-4568
mclaypool@tampabay.rr.com
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Chapter FL1-M’s 2016 Individual of the Year!
Steven Burson

We finally caught up with Steven at the New Year’s Eve party to award
him the Chapter M Individual of the Year plaque. We’ve been holding
on to it since the Christmas Party and swore everyone to secrecy so it
would be a surprise. By the look on Steven’s face it looks like we pulled
it off!
Steven is recognized as our Individual of the Year for his enthusiastic
participation in Chapter M, willingness to serve on the Team and out-
standing support of District Talent Show events. Although he is one of
M’s newer members, having joined the Chapter in October 2013, Steven
can always be counted on to help wherever he’s needed.

Congratulations, Steven, and THANK YOU!
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Chapter FL1-M’s 2016 COY!

Congratulations to Tom and
Ruth Hicks on their selection as
Chapter M’s 2016 Couple of the
Year!
GWRRA’s Chapter Couple of the Year
honor is awarded to recognize an
outstanding couple for their enthusi-
asm, participation and eagerness to
be of assistance wherever needed.
Tom and Ruth certainly personify
those qualities. We know they will
represent Chapter M well as they wel-
come new members and guests and
help spread the word about GWRRA!

The Hick’s bought their Goldwing in
January of 2012 when Tom retired. At that time they had a Suzuki Boulevard and rode
with friends in the Southern Cruisers Club and other riders in their Sailing Club and
neighborhood. They found out about GWRRA and Chapter FL1-M on the internet. Tom
and Ruth contacted Tracy and Sharon Dunn and were invited to a Chapter meet-
ing. They enjoyed the meeting and how friendly everyone was and joined GWRRA in
March 2012.

Thank You, Bill and Ann Zulas!
You guys were terrific as our 2015 COY!
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NEW CHAPTER FL1-M MEMBERS
PLEASE WELCOME THEM

CARROLL AND SUE STOUT
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR FORMER CHAPTER DIRECTORS

Thanks to all who rode for any of the lighted bike rides during the month of December.
It was successful and $2078.35 was collected for the Chapter Charities for donation in
2016.
We had some new communities this year and already have one for next year.
Early December 2015, the Chapter donated $3000 plus toys to Toys for Pinellas and
$2000 to Clothes to Kids (from Dec 2014 rides and 2015 rummage sale)

We would like to express our thanks to the Chapter for 6 wonderful years that we were
your Chapter Directors.
We are stepping down as CD’s but will remain with the Chapter as Chapter Educators.
This Chapter is definitely FAMILY.
Thanks for your support and we know that you will support Curtis and Kim Palmore in
the same manner.

We love you guys!
Tracy and Sharon
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Happy New Year Chapter M!

Chapter M presented a well-deserved plaque to Tracy and Sharon Dunn on New Year’s Eve
with gratitude for all their hard work for this Chapter over the past 6 years. Chapter M’s ma-
jor accomplishments under their leadership include:

Florida District AND Region A Chapter of the Year in 2011
International Chapter of the Year runner up
AND in 2013 FL1-M was named Chapter of the Year

again!

Tracy and Sharon were recognized by GWRRA for
their leadership with designation as Sr. Chapter Direc-
tors.
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Rest assured that Tracy and Sharon aren’t going anywhere. They will con-
tinue to serve on the Team in the key officer position of Chapter Educators.
Kim and I personally want to thank Tracy and Sharon for all the time they’ve
spent with us the last few months as we’ve prepared to transition to our new
position as Chapter Directors. They have been a huge help to us and gra-
ciously offered to assist us with the database going forward. It is good to
know that they are there if we need them.
We also want to thank Paul and Wavy Begin for their continued support as
Assistant Chapter Directors. We would not even think of trying to tackle the
job of Chapter Director without them by our side. We are very pleased that
Jack and Janet Holzer have accepted as our new Assistant Chapter Direc-
tors and look forward to working with them as well.
Our thanks goes to each member of the Chapter M Team who has agreed to
continue in their current position. Running this Chapter is a big job, and
while things may appear to operate seamlessly, it is only because of the
planning and commitment of all of these individuals that we are able to offer
all of the events that we hope Chapter members will participate in and enjoy.
Our goal is to continue Chapter M’s tradition of FUN and keep this the best
Chapter in Florida! And we’re going to need the support of each and every
one of YOU to do that. Your support can be as simple as suggesting places
to visit, participating in events or selling rally tickets. If you have ideas
you’d like us to consider, come to a Team Meeting or talk with any member
of the Team.

Let’s make 2016 a Safe Year of Friends and Fun!!!
Curtis and Kim Palmore, FL1-M Chapter Directors
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Congratulations to Chapter FL1-M’s Assistant Chapter Directors!
Jack and Janet Holzer

We welcome Jack and Janet Holzer to the Chapter M Team as new Assistant Chap-
ter Directors! As many of you know, Jack and Janet are “snowbirds” who come
down annually from Pennsylvania during our nicest riding weather and stay
throughout Chapter M’s busiest time of the year. Long-time GWRRA members, the
Holzer’s joined Chapter FL1-M in 2003. They are a fun-loving, friendly couple who
enjoy riding their Gold Wing trike. Kim and I, along with Paul and Wavy Begin,
look forward to working with them.
As the old saying goes, “It takes a village . . .” and, of course, Chapter M is no dif-

ferent. Often in group activities, tasks and events are carried out without much
notice. But these things don’t happen effortlessly. Without the dedication of peo-
ple like Jack and Janet there would be no Chapter events for all of us to enjoy. So
please take a moment to thank them for their commitment.

THANK YOU, Jack and Janet and WELCOME to the M TEAM!!!
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Group Riding - Size Matters
Rubber Band Effect

By: James R. Davis

While most of us know that it takes about 1 second to recognize and begin to react to a threat ahead of us, it usually
takes from 2 to 3 seconds for riders to recognize and begin to react to a change in speed (increase) of the bike in front
of them when they are riding in a group.

A couple of seconds doesn't sound like much, I'm sure, but while at 2 seconds a small group of bikes can usually man-
age rather well, at 3 seconds some serious problems result. This is particularly true if there are more than six bikes in
the group.

The following, I hope, will convince those of you that lead group rides to behave with new caution.

At 60 MPH your bike moves 88 feet per second. Assuming that you maintain a 1-second gap between bikes in the
group then each is about 88 feet behind the next one. At 70 MPH the gaps would be about 103 feet.

A trivial example first - let's say that the lead bike increases speed from 60 MPH to 70 MPH. It takes about 2 seconds to
do so if you are casual about it (using an acceleration rate of 7.5 fps/s) though you could do it in half that time. What
happens to all the bikes behind that lead bike?

Most people, I assume, think that each will, in turn, simply follow suit. That is, each will also accelerate modestly at the
rate of about 7.5 fps/s (5 MPH/Sec) and, thus, maintain 'the group'. That is not at all what actually happens.

After the first second of modest acceleration by the lead bike the distance between the second bike and the first one
has grown from 88 feet to 92 feet and one second later the gap has become 103 feet. By coincidence this is exactly
what the new distance between bikes should be while riding at 70 MPH. However, the second bike has not yet even
begun to accelerate and is now moving 10 MPH slower than the bike ahead of it.

It follows, of course, that the gap between the bikes will continue to grow until the second bike is also moving at 70
MPH - 2 or 3 seconds later.

That is, if the second bike realizes that the first one is pulling away from him and begins to accelerate his own bike
within only 2 seconds then he too will be traveling at 70 MPH within another 2 seconds. If it takes him 3 seconds to
recognize a widening gap and react to it then it will take another 2 seconds for his speed to match the bike ahead of
him.

In the best case (2 second react/respond time) the gap between the bikes will have grown to 117 feet, and if it took 3
seconds that gap would have grown to 132 feet.

Clearly once the speeds are the same the gaps will remain the same. BUT, since the group prefers to travel with a 'one
second' gap between bikes, the second bike MUST GO FASTER than the first one for a brief time in order to 'catch up.'

If we assume that the riders in this group are conservative and individually elect never to travel more than 5 MPH fast-
er than the bike ahead of them as they are closing their gaps then the second bike will continue to accelerate for 1 ad-
ditional second and attain a speed of 75 MPH while the first one continues at 70 MPH.

In fact, the second bike will have to ride for TWO SECONDS at 75 MPH while the first one rides at 70 MPH in order to
close the gap to 106 feet, and then he takes 1 more second decelerating to 70 MPH during which the gap between
them reduces itself to the desired 103 feet.

This little example of the dynamics between just two bikes is trivial in consequence and easy to understand. With mod-
est effort it can be seen, however, to be anything but trivial farther back in the pack.
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Let's look at the third bike in the group. About 2 seconds after the SECOND bike begins to accelerate the third one fol-
lows suit. Three seconds later the gap between the second and third bike has, as expected, become 117 feet. But, be-
cause the second bike is traveling at 75 MPH at that time rather than 70 MPH like the first bike, the gap continues to
widen and within one more second becomes 128 feet. Clearly the third bike must use more effort to catch up to the
second bike than the second bike needed to catch up with the lead bike. Indeed, the third bike will have to accelerate
to 75 MPH and will have to maintain that speed for FOUR SECONDS instead of the two required by the second bike in
order to close up that gap.

WORSE, the next bike will find that the gap he has to close has grown to 132 feet before it begins to shorten and then
ONLY IF HE ACCELERATES TO 80 MPH instead of 75. This, because the third bike is traveling at 75 MPH rather than 70
MPH when the gap has reached 132 feet. The gap would be larger still if bike number four merely accelerates to 75
MPH.

In a group of only six motorcycles, the last one will find the gap between himself and bike number five to grow to 143
feet before it begins to close. He will have to accelerate to 80 MPH, hold that speed for three seconds, drop to 75 MPH
for an additional three seconds, and then finally drop to the group speed of 70 MPH in order for all members of the
group to end up with a 1-second gap between them.

Further, it will be at least 11 seconds after the lead bike has started to accelerate before the sixth bike does so. Imag-
ine what will happen if during that time the lead bike applies his brakes in anticipation of entering a curve!!!!!!!!!

Though this was a trivial example it demonstrates very well what we have all experienced in the past - the 'rubber
band' effect.

Imagine how PROFOUND this effect becomes when the example changes. For example, imagine what happens at the
end of a string of 20 bikes rather than only 6. Or what happens if the lead bike, upon exiting a 35 MPH curve, gooses
his bike to 60 MPH as fast as it can get there.

There are things that tend to mitigate these problems:

Lead bikes can change speed more gradually.

Lead bikes can announce speed changes over the CB and, thus, reduce reaction times for all.

All bikes in a group can react to changes in speed of bikes that are farther ahead of them than just the one immediate-
ly ahead.

The members of a group can simply NOT crank their throttles up to excessive speeds just to keep the group spacing
'correct'.

A good group leader does NOT accelerate within 15 seconds of entering a curve (assuming he has to then slow down
before actually entering that curve.)

The '1-second between bikes' rule should be abandoned whenever the group is riding 'twisties' - it makes sense only
when traveling in a straight line on open highway.

Never allow a group to become larger than SIX bikes if even one of the riders is inexperienced with group riding. Never
larger than EIGHT bikes even if all are familiar with the riding habits of each other.

If you think that the 'rubber band' effect is a problem when accelerating think of what happens during braking!!

Copyright 1992 - 2015 by The Master Strategy Group, all rights reserved.
http://www.msgroup.org

(James R. Davis is a recognized expert witness in the fields of Motorcycle Safety/Dynamics.)
SUBMITTED BY TRACY DUNN
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Lighted Bike Show at Quaker Steak & Lube
Thank you to all who participated in the Lighted Bike Display at Quaker Steak & Lube on
December 16. Here are some pictures of the FUN!
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Congratulations to Jim “Pop” Jackson who
stole the show, winning First Place with his
Christmas Tree-themed bike! When Quaker
Steak’s Emcee asked him what his secret for
a long life was, Pop’s innocently replied, “I
didn’t do anything special, except drink beer
and ride motorcycles”; which, of course,
brought a huge cheer from the Quaker Steak
& Lube crowd. (We’re sure Pop’s didn’t
mean those two should be done at the same
time!)

And, true to Pop’s reputation as a
“Chick Magnet,” the girls were all
over him!
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Curtis Palmore’s blue and white themed bike was awarded the second place trophy.

And Kim Palmore received Third Place with a Quaker Steak Gift Certificate for her “Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer scheme.

Article submitted by Kim Palmore
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Special Days

Anniversaries
Tom & Ruth Hicks 1

Terry & Sue Getz 21

Frank Hardy 26

Anniversaries
Dick & Mary Jane Riel 15

Dennis & Jennie Cox 20

Jim & Carol Schultz 23

16

February

Birthdays
John Jalomo 4

Pat Tunney 7

Ron Lantz 8

Judy Vecchitto 8

Jean Garrison 17

Darlene Webb 17

Fred Hartley 19

Joanne Duncan 23

Barb Henry 27

Carol Schultz 28

Birthdays
Steven Burson 1

Michael Richards 4

Joe Traylor 5

Marcia Schulz 7

Tom Hicks 11

Cathy Sweeney 11

Joann Hauser 12

Tracy Dunn 15

Bernie Van Tuinen 15

Jim Jackson 18

Paul Begin 20

Jean Stevens 22

Vic Vecchitto 25

Carroll Stout 27

Annie Stretch 29

Edgard Schulz 30
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EARLY BIRD DINNER THEATER
Friday, February 12, 4:00 p.m.

Chapter M has reserved 48 seats (6 tables of 8) at the Early Bird Dinner Theater on Fri-
day, February 12, to see a new comedy, “Too Many Cooks”. Banquet Masters provides a
delicious dinner buffet which includes coffee, tea or water. A cash bar is available, so
BYOB is not permitted. The salad bar opens during seating; the performance begins af-
ter dessert is served.

COST: For dinner and the show is $36.00 per person, including
tax and is payable in cash or check at the door. CREDIT CARDS
ARE NOT ACCEPTED. Tip for the wait staff is not included.

SHOW: “Too Many Cooks”
It’s 1932 in Niagara Falls, where the rum-running business is at its peak. In the after-
math of the Crash, Irving Bubbalowe and his daughter, Honey, have risked everything to
open a new gourmet restaurant. When their renowned singing chef François LaPlouffe
fails to appear, tonight’s grand opening is suddenly placed in jeopardy. Honey per-
suades unemployed chef Frank Plunkett to masquerade as the missing LaPlouffe. Her
father, meanwhile, has to contend with Chicago gangster Alfonse Feghetti and his side-
kick who have come looking for an illegal shipment of booze that has found its way into
Bubbalowe’s basement. In addition, Bubbalowe has to keep at bay the hot-blooded Immi-
gration officer Veronica Snook, on the trail of the vanished chef, as well as a suspicious
tee-totaling Mountie who is ready to arrest Bubbalowe for murder and bootlegging.
Madness ensues as Bubbalowe and the others create a hornet’s nest of fabrications as
they try valiantly to save the restaurant and themselves – from both the gangsters and
the law.

LOCATION: 13355 49TH Street N, Clearwater, FL 33762
Located on the southeast corner of 49th Street North and Ulmerton Road, the Early Bird
Dinner Theater is situated behind the 5th/3rd Bank in the brown building.

RESERVATIONS: Call the Early Bird Dinner Theater’s Reservation Line at
727/446-5898 and let them know you are with the GOLD WING group. Generally,
seating arrangements are open at the Early Bird. That means anyone in Chapter M who
arrives may sit in any available seat at one of our 8 “GOLD WING” tables. If you wish to
sit with a particular group of folks, have their names ready and ask one person in
that group to call and reserve the table. Susan Fletcher will give you a table num-
ber when she makes your reservation. Be sure to give that table assignment to
everyone in your group. Hopefully, this arrangement will help avoid confusion on arri-
val. These evenings are FUN, so plan to join us! Reserve early as seats fill fast!

Submitted by Kim Palmore
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Public Relations
Don’t forget that we are still collecting clothes for Clothes for Kids. This is a year round en-
deavor by Chapter M.

GOODY SALES
FOR PICTURES OF AVAILABLE ITEMS AND AN ORDER FORM GO TO suncoastwings.com.
All orders should be given to Mary Ann Claypool on the order form on the website.

FLORIDA DISTRICT AND REGION A NEWSLETTERS

TO ACCESS THE REGION A NEWSLETTER CLICK ON THE FOLLOWING LINK

http://www.gwrra-regiona.org/news/Newsletter/AnewsJan16.html
TO ACCESS THE FLORIDA DISTRICT NEWSLETTER CLICK ON THE
FOLLOWING LINK

http://www.gwrraflorida.com/newsletter.html

—————————————————————————————————————-
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2016 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS

Jan 1 First Ride of Year “Shrimp R Us” Welaka

Jan 9-10 Chapter Conference Int Palms Resort Orlando

Jan 23 FL2-L Chapter Rally Lakeland

Feb 6 FL1-G Chapter Rally Deltona

Feb 13 FL1-H Multi Chapter Lunch TBA

Feb 20 FL2-G Chili Cookoff Fort Myers

Mar 17-19 Florida District Rally Orlando

April 9 FL1-A Poker Run Seffner

April 16 FL1-K Chapter Flagler Beach

May 19– 21 Alabama District Rally Eufaula, AL

April 21-23 Georgia District Rally Dalton, GA

July 14-16 So. Carolinga District Rally TBA

Aug 31-Sep 3 Wing Ding (corrected dates) Billings, MT
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Chapter “M” Money Disbursements, per person

$1.00

Member can collect $1.00 after signing in on the sign-in sheet, at each event.

ALL of the disbursements listed below will be given out by the activities coordinator or an
alternate, at the event or as soon after the event as possible.
$1.00

Attending Chapter M functions, where there is a sign-in sheet (Kick tires, M gathering, team meet-
ings, rides, etc) and wearing M&M (non-chapter) attire or any GWRRA Rally shirt.

$2.00

Attending Chapter M functions where there is a sign-in sheet (Kick tire, “M” gatherings, team
meetings, rides, etc) and wearing a Chapter M shirt with a 10” GWRRA patch or a vest with a 10”
GWRRA patch.

$10.00

Attending a different Chapter functions/Rally and wearing Chapter M attire with a 10” GWRRA
patch on a shirt and/or vest.

Participation in any Chapter challenge.
When a member volunteers at any District Convention, Region Convention or Wing Ding for

working the games, volunteers as an instructor for training, helping with vendors or repre-
senting Chapter M in an event (Talent show, Coy Selection, Chapter Pride, Best Dressed,
Bike shows, etc.)

Any Double point visitation and wearing Chapter M attire with a 10” GWRRA patch on a shirt
and/or vest.

$20.00

Attending any District Convention and wearing Chapter M attire with a 10” GWRRA patch on a
shirt and/or vest.

Any participation in a Triathlon or race event sanctioned by the Chapter Directors.
(Chapter attire is NOT required)
3. A Chapter member submitting an article for the newsletter (except the CD and the RE)
$30.00

Attending any Region Convention and wearing Chapter M attire with a 10” GWRRA patch on a
shirt and/or vest.

$50.00

Attending the International Wing Ding and wearing Chapter M attire with a 10” GWRRA patch on a
shirt and/or vest.

The Chapter Director may give out chapter money for special awards, recognitions, etc. that
he/she deems appropriate. $$$ on the calendar means extra Chapter dollars.
ANY disputes over the distribution of Chapter M money’s will be resolved by the Chapter Di-
rector or his/her designate on a case by case basis.

REMEMBER THE #1 RULE IS TO HAVE FUN.
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PLANNED CHAPTER M CRUISES

Jan 10th 2016 Carnival Breeze 6 days out of Miami to Falmouth Jamaica, Grand Cayman, Cozumel Mexico

Feb 21st 2016 Carnival Sunshine 13 days out of Port Canaveral to St. Maarten, Dominica, Barbados, Trinidad/Tobago,
Grenada, Martinique, St. Kitts, St. Thomas

May 19th 2016 Carnival Victory 8 days out of Port Canaveral to Bermuda (3 days in Bermuda)

Dec. 19th 2016 Carnival Paradise 5 days out of Tampa to Cozumel Mexico, Grand Cayman

Jan 22nd 2017 Carnival Vista 6 days out of Miami to Ocho Rios Jamaica, Grand Cayman

Feb 26th 2017 Carnival Pride 14 days (relocation) out of Tampa to Cozumel, Costa Rica, Panama Canal partial transit,
Aruba, Bonaire, St. Maarten, ends in Baltimore MD

For more information contact Sharon Dunn
Home 727 544-2961
Cell 727 687-0336
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All CHAPTER M RIDES LEAVE FROMAll CHAPTER M RIDES LEAVE FROM

All rides (including Breakfast rides) will leave from WAWA’sAll rides (including Breakfast rides) will leave from WAWA’s
at the southeast corner of Roosevelt and US19at the southeast corner of Roosevelt and US19

PLEASE HAVE A FULL TANK OF GASPLEASE HAVE A FULL TANK OF GAS

If you have changes in your address, telephone home/cell phone numbers or e-mail address
send them to dunbo@tampabay.rr.com or call Sharon or Tracy Dunn at 727-544-2961.
We would like to keep our records up to date.
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Advertise your business in this monthly newsletter.
Our reasonable annual rates are:

Business Card $25.00
1/4 Page $50.00
1/2 Page $75.00

Full Page $100.00

Your ad will also appear on our website.
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Barney's Motorcycle
Sales

10411 Gandy Blvd. St.
Petersburg FL 33702

Phone: (727) 576-1148


