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Rider Training 

������
�.����)/��������
� This article is old hat for some, but hopefully everyone can find something of interest.  I hope that 
the newer members have noticed the Level patches that many of us are wearing on our vests.  The Rider Ed 
levels are broken into 4 categories, Level I, II, III, and IV (commonly referred to as “Master Tour Rider”).  
Each level has its own requirement that encompasses all of the previous requirements and additional com-
mitments. 
 Level I is entitled “Safety By Commitment” and is the entry step into the Rider Ed program.  All of 
our members should be at least Level I, if you are not, then we have an application and we will complete 
this requirement now.  The requirements for this level are to commit to ride safe (you can send $6.00 if you 
want the patch) along with your application.  You will also receive a “Safe Mile” patch, rocker, and mile-
age pin.  You need to provide me with the number of accident free miles you have ridden since joining 
GWRRA.  There is no renewal required for this level. 
 Level II is entitled “Safety By Education” and as the title suggests you are required to have some 
Rider Training.  The requirements are to be enrolled in Level I, have a current motorcycle endorsement on 
your driver’s license, must have completed an approved rider course within the last 3 years, Co-Rider must 
have completed a rider course or attended a Co-Rider seminar within the last 3 years.  You can submit 
$5.00 per participant if you want the patches, otherwise there is no charge..  There is no renewal fee for this 
level; however you must stay current in your rider/co-rider training. 
 Level III is entitled “Safety By Preparedness” and includes all of the previous requirements and 
both Rider and Co-Rider must have a current CPR or First Aid Card, both must wear protective riding ap-
parel, carry a First Aid Kit on motorcycle.  If you want patches you will need to submit $4.00 per partici-
pant.  There is no renewal fee for this level; however you must stay current in your rider/co-rider and CPR 
or First Aid training. 
 Level IV (Master Tour Rider) is entitled “Safety By Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness”.  
The requirements are you have to be a Level III for at least one year and have driven (ridden for Co-Rider) 
at least 25,000 safe miles.  The applicant must have both a current CPR and First Aid Card, meet all of the 
previous requirements.  The Florida District pays the $35.00 per applicant that is required for this and you 
will receive a “Master’s patch.  There is no renewal fee for this level; however you must stay current in 
your rider/co-rider, CPR, and First Aid training. 
 There are some additional steps within the Master program; you can become a Senior Master, 
Grand Master, and finally Life Master.  You may ask, “Why should I spend the time and money to become 
a Master Tour Rider?”  Pride is probably the number one motivator; you want to do this because one of 
your friends is already at this level.  You also are given some really nice patches to place on your vests.  
There is also peer recognition and the sense of belonging.  There are currently about 8 – 9% of all Florida 
members who have obtained their “Masters”, chapter FL1-M currently has 22 active members that are 
Master Tour Riders and three more that are pending, for a rate 
of 22%.   
 Will having any of these education levels prevent you 
from having an accident?  I think we will all recognize that the 
answer is NO.  What they can do is to help you to be prepared 
if you ever are faced with frightening experience.  One of the 
greatest hopes is that the training will allow you to miss the 
accident. 
�
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Many members feel the Chapter is the most important  benefit of belonging to GWRRA  for many 
reasons, such as: 

Making New Friends:  Countless new friends with a common interest and th e opportunity to ride 
your Gold Wing with your new  friends 

 

Learning and Practicing Safe Riding:   The skills and techniques for safe riding are pro moted and 
taught by GWRRA chapters  to make your riding exper ience even more enjoyable.  And for Flor-
ida GWRRA members all training is free thanks to th e Gold Wing raffle by Florida District Rider 
Education. 

 

Living the motto of “Friends for Fun, Safety and Kn owledge”:  Chapter meetings (gatherings, 
kick tires)  are social and informational events.   

You do not join a chapter.  You are a member of GWR RA and a participant in a chapter, or chap-
ters.  You can participate in as many chapters as y ou like.  There are no fees or applications 
needed to participate in a GWRRA chapter. 

Most chapters publish a monthly newsletter which is  filled with upcoming rides, information, pic-
tures and articles about rides.  
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BILL MILLER  

MEC/MAD COORDINATOR 
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We just returned from the MS Rally/Convention. What a great event Bobby & Lori Bryant and the entire District Team 
put on! We didn’t win the big prize but we believe everyone went away a winner at having FUN! This event wraps it 
up for the year in Region A. 

Our Northern Wingers are beginning to arrive and they are a welcomed addition at this time of the year. We look 
forward to riding in the cooler weather with all of our GWRRA friends and having FUN! 

If you haven’t yet sent in your annual Chapter Charter Fee ($50), please do so by the first of December. It is due! 
Please send your checks directly to Jim & Rebecca Iverson, District Treasurers. Also, the annual Chapter Conference 
will be here before we realize with the flurry of the Holidays upon us. January 7th & 8th are the dates for this 
conference and your room reservations can be made at the Imperial Swan Hotel & Suites, Lakeland, phone number: 
863-647-3000, website: http://www.imperialswanhotel.com. Remember, this is an approved Chapter expense and as 
many of your Team that can should attend. We are planning to have the District Director’s “Round Table” again. This 
time is set aside for any and all participants to be able to ask questions or give suggestions in a relaxed atmosphere. 

GWRRA continues to struggle with membership numbers. We here in Florida are doing the same. We lost  approxi-
mately 5% of our Members in the last reporting period. GWRRA is getting New Members all the time but we are 
losing more than we are gaining. Most of you always have new people in your area. We feel it is of the utmost 
importance that we contact these folks. Will they all join your Chapter? Probably not, but they will not have that choice 
unless they are invited! You have been asked to make at least 3 phone attempts to contact the New Members on the 
monthly Area Run List that you receive each month. Email is OK as long as the phone attempts have been made. I 
took a list of people from an area within our state that were listed as “not contacted” and made the phone calls 
myself. Out of the 8 contacts that needed to be made, one person was never at home or perhaps like me, they didn’t 
recognize the number and wouldn’t answer. The remaining people were talked to and all but one said they would at 
least check out the local Chapter. This endeavor was done over the course of 5 days and took approximately 30 
minutes of my time. I feel this was very successful. Most Chapters only have 1 or 2, if any, New Members to contact 
each month. 

Just keep in mind the reason for making the contacts…to grow your Chapter, make new friends, and to have 

more FUN within your Chapter and GWRRA! We at the District level are here to assist you in any way we can. All 
ADD’s have been asked to make sure you receive any help requested. We can only help if you ask! In addition to the 
phone contacts, we are sending a letter to the New Members from the District with information on the local Chapters 
in their area. 

The only way for GWRRA to grow and prosper is to get people involved at the Chapter level. The only way for your 
Chapter to grow and survive is to offer the participants something to enjoy. This brings us full circle to the #1 
Rule…Have FUN! 

In closing, Gina and I would like to wish all of you “Happy Thanksgiving!” Whether it is with your blood family or your 
GWRRA family, ride safe, have FUN, and we hope to see you out and about! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Bill & Gina Berry 

     District Directors�
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All CHAPTER M RIDES LEAVE FROM  All CHAPTER M RIDES LEAVE FROM    
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���������������������������  -33771-4012 
 

  
 PLEASE HAVE A FULL TANK OF GAS  

If you have changes in your address, telephone home/cell phone num-
bers or e-mail address send them to �&�������%��������#������#����
.���������*��#���&���������A6@@A�4	��� �We would like to keep our 
records up to date.  �
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