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Ten Things All Car & Truck Drivers Should Know Abou t Motorcycles 

From the Motorcycle Safety Foundation 

1. Over half of all fatal motorcycle crashes involve another vehicle. Most of the time, the motorist, not 

the motorcyclist, is at fault. There are a lot more cars and trucks than motorcycles on the road, and 

some drivers don't "recognize" a motorcycle - they ignore it (usually unintentionally). 

2. Because of its small size, a motorcycle can be easily hidden in a car's blind spot (door/roof pillars) or 

masked by objects or backgrounds outside a car (bushes, fences, bridges, etc.). Take an extra 

moment to look for motorcycles, whether you're changing lanes or turning at intersections. 

3. Because of its small size, a motorcycle may look farther away than it is. It may also be difficult to 

judge a motorcycle's speed. When checking traffic to turn at an intersection or into (or out of) a 

driveway, predict a motorcycle is closer than it looks. 

4. Motorcyclists often slow by downshifting or merely rolling off the throttle, thus not activating the 

brake light. Allow more following distance, say 3 or 4 seconds. At intersections, predict a 

motorcyclist may slow down without visual warning. 

5. Motorcyclists often adjust position within a lane to be seen more easily and to minimize the effects of 

road debris, passing vehicles, and wind. Understand that motorcyclists adjust lane position for a 

purpose, not to be reckless or show off or to allow you to share the lane with them. 

6. Turn signals on a motorcycle usually are not self-cancelling, thus some riders (especially beginners) 

sometimes forget to turn them off after a turn or lane change. Make sure a motorcycle's signal is for 

real. 

7. Maneuverability is one of the motorcycle's better characteristics, especially at slower speeds and 

with good road conditions, but don't expect a motorcyclist to dodge out of the way. 

8. Stopping distance for motorcycles is nearly the same as for cars, but slippery pavement makes 

stopping quickly difficult. Allow more following distance behind a motorcycle because it can't always 

stop "on a dime." 

9. When a motorcycle is in motion, see more than the motorcycle - see the person under the helmet, 

who could be your friend, neighbor or relative. 

10. If a driver crashes into a motorcyclist, bicyclist, or pedestrian 
and causes serious injury, the driver would likely never forgive 
himself/herself. 

 

 

Bill Miller 

Membership Enhancement and Motorist Awareness Coordinator�
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We are looking at the start of the 6th month of 2011. My, how fast and FUN-tastic the year has been! The excitement 
is building and before we realize it the biggest and best FUNction in GWRRA will be here. Of course, we are talking 
about the Wing Ding 33 in Knoxville, TN, July 6-9! We hope to see you there and if you have a few hours to help out 
at the Ticket Sales booth on either Thursday or Friday, let us know. The volunteers always receive a great looking 
"badge" for helping out and you get to take part in the ice cream social. 

  

Daytona has already provided us a list of volunteers from their Chapter but we still need more spaces to be filled in. It 
takes approximately 8 folks per 2 hour shift. Florida has 1/2 day on both Thursday and Friday. 

 

The summer riding season has arrived and with it all the extra care of preparing for the ride - inspection of bike 
(TCLOCS), proper riding gear & protection from the sun, and hydration is critical in having a safe riding experience. 
We need the Safety and Knowledge to have the Friends for FUN part as we enjoy our Gold Wings during the summer 
and throughout the year. 

 

Georgia's yearly event is coming up in June. Carlos and Dee always put on a great show and you never 

know what kind of outfit they will be wearing. You can be assured that FUN is part of their Clown'n Around "Gold 

Wing" Style Wing Fling experience June 16 - 18, Duluth, Georgia! 

 

If you haven't seen the Florida submissions in June's Wing World, check out page 24. FL2-O and FL1-W both 

have articles there. Also, BIG, BIG news...FL1-L2, Wesley Chapel, has been named the 2010 GWRRA Chapter 

of the Year! Wow! The bacon stays in Florida. We are so proud of FL1-L2 (2010) and FL1-H, Daytona (2009), 

for earning this distinguished honor. Yeah for Region A! Yeah for the Florida District! Congratulations to FL1-L2! 

 

The Gold Wing raffle tickets have been printed for the 2012 Rider Education Program. Due to several factors, we will 
not have a dealership sponsor this year and the Florida District will get the kudos in our promotion. If you are still 
carrying last year's ads, please remove them from your newsletters and websites. 

 

We will soon be announcing the winner for the shirt/flyer contest for our 2012 Pirate Convention to be held March 22-
24, 2012. We received many great entries from GA-D (Cumming), FL1-W (Apopka), FL2-E (Miami), 2 from FL2-G (Ft. 
Myers), and 1 from FL1-H2 (Orlando). Deciding on which design will be the winner is not going to be easy for sure! 
Thanks to each of you who chose to participate. Your efforts are appreciated and all were FUN to look at. Be sure to 
check out the website within the next couple of weeks to see the winning entry! 

 

We hope to see you soon. As an old TV show used to say, "Smile, you could be on Facebook?" Well, maybe it wasn't 
quite that line, but anyhow we probably don't want to admit we're old enough to remember that show! 

 

Take care! Have FUN and we'll see you soon! 

 

Bill & Gina Berry 

District Directors�

	���������������������������
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All CHAPTER M RIDES LEAVE FROM  All CHAPTER M RIDES LEAVE FROM    
  
  

��������	
�����
���������������������������  -33771-4012 
 

  
 PLEASE HAVE A FULL TANK OF GAS  

If you have changes in your address, telephone home/cell phone num-
bers or e-mail address send them to ���-���� ��-�!����$� ����$����
'���������&��$!������������+?..+�D	��� �We would like to keep our 
records up to date.  �
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