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Chapter Directors 
Ron & Kathy Jackson 
C– 727-433-0549 
Ronkathyflm@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Chapter Educators  
Ken & Sue Stagner 
H-727-442-0526 C-727-698-2302 
Stagner@knology.net 
 
Treasurer 
Bill Zulas 
H-727-725-4020 
zulas@sprintmail.com 
 
2009 Couple Of the Year 
Wavy & Paul Begin 
H-727-536-6156 
pbegin@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Membership Coordinators 
Buzz & Betty Probus 
H-727-688-1175 
Aprobus1@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Public Relations 
Position is presently vacant  
 
Ride  & Motorist  
Awareness Coordinators  
Don & Tina Allen 
H-727-525-3399 
Fl1winger@gmail.com 
 
50/50 Sales 
Gary & Jerri Miles 
H- 727-530-4526 
garymiles@aol.com                 
 
 
 
 

Goody Sales 
Pete & Evona Pawlik 
H-727-517-3552 
 petepawlik@yahoo.com               
 
Sunshine Lady                   
Austine Barbour                                     
H-727-531-5093 
bigredgw@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Database   
Cathy Sweeney 
H-727-546-0524   
djsweeney@verizon.net 
 
Phone Tree Coordinator &  
“M” Shopper 
Sharon Dunn 
H-727-544-2961 
dunbo@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Activities Coordinator 
Debbie Magness 
H-727-771-6808 
dlmagn@aol.com 
 
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster 
Paul & Wavy Begin 
H-727-536-6156 
pbegin@tampabay.rr.com 
                                

GENERAL MEETINGSGENERAL MEETINGS   

3rd Thursday @ Stacey’s Buffet 

1451 Missouri Avenue North 

Largo – Dinner @ 6:00 PM 

Meeting @ 7:30 PM 

KICK TIRESKICK TIRES   

1st, 2rd, & 4th Thursdays of each MonthThursdays of each Month  
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Friends for Fun, Safety 
& Knowledge 

Chapter Officers & Staff  

All RIDES LEAVE FROMAll RIDES LEAVE FROM   

McDonalds at the corner of Nursery 
Road and US 19 North 

 
Check Events Calendar 
on the following pages 

We are the M & M’s 

Visit our website at  Suncoastwings. com 



 Nat iona l  
Executive Director  

 
Melissa Eason 

National ,  Regional  and Distr ict  Staf f  

��

Region “A” 
Region “A” Directors  

Bob & Nancy Shrader 

Region “A” Assistant 
Director/Webmaster  

Ed Porter 

Region “A” Assistant 
Directors  

Jim & Sue Jackson 

Region “A”Treasurer  

Joanne Jacobs 

Region “A” Trainers  

Dave & Ellen Hamilton 

Region “A” Rider 

 Educators 

Ron & Pam Lantz 

Region “A” Couple of 
the Year 

Gregg & Patricia Harbison 

District Directors 

Ed & Jeanette Carr 

Assistant District Directors 
Bruce Griffing & Mary Haight 

William &Cheryl  Smith 

Geno & Kathy Jette 

Bill & Gina Berry 

Nate & Danelle Kinion 

Cliff Hotchkiss 

 District Treasurers 

Conrad & Marcia Shad 

District Rider Educators 

Joe & Jan Mazza 

Assistant District Rider Educator 

Don & Judy  Danbury 

 

 

Leadership Trainers & Public 
Relations 

Doug & Sandy Gray 

 District  

Membership Enhancement 

Bruce Griffing & Mary Haight 

District Motorist Awareness 

Nate & Danelle Kinion 

 District Couple of the Year 

Rex & Tina Prince 

 District Newsletter Editor  

Millie Prince 

 District Webmaster 
Millie Prince 

Florida DistrictFlorida District   

Region “A” Rally 
Dothan, Alabama 

September 10, 11 & 12, 2009 
We’re going back to L.A. 

(Lower Alabama, that is ) 
for a 

Region “A” Hoedown 
“ We’re a thinkin y’all 

should pull out those old overalls  
and straw hats and come on 

down to L.A. and play with us.” 
SEE YA THERE !! 

GWRRA  
Region “A” 

31st Annual Florida District 

“Gathering of the Wings” 
�
��	����
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Kissimmee,   

Florida 
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      �����Transition 
 

          Kathy & I are not making changes within the staff positions at the present time.  We 
will be looking at current members and have asked that anyone interested in helping out to 
come and talk to us.  If you have a desire to be on the staff, we will see where we can find 
an available slot .   
          I know that several of the current staff have indicated that they would like to have 
someone come in and either assist or take over some of their jobs.  One specific one is Paul 
would like someone to take over the newsletter position.  This is a very important function 
for the chapter and does not require much time each month. 
          For those of you who are newer to the chapter, I will provide a little history.  Kathy & 
I were ACD’s from 2000 to 2001 and moved to the CD position in June of 2001, and be-
came Senior Chapter Directors in June of 2003.  We stepped down in February 2004 and be-
came the Chapter Educators and have filled this slot until now. 
          We will appreciate all suggestions and ideas, and please don’t be discouraged if some 
are not accepted.  The goal is to keep the fun and hopefully add new and exciting rides on 
our calendar. 
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Chapter Directors  
FL1-M 

IT'S BEEN A GREAT RIDE!!!   
 

     As I write this last article for the newslette r, I cannot help but think about all of the great 
times that we have had together as a Chapter. Almos t 9 years have gone by since the first 
time we met up with FL1-M and you all have been suc h a huge part of my life ever since 
that day. The decision that I have made to move bac k to New York was not an easy one, 
but sometimes you have to follow your instincts, ho pe for the best and make every minute 
count like it was your last. None of us are getting  any younger and being happy is what life 
is all about. You all have made my life very happy and you will all be missed very much. I 
promise that I will be back to see you as often as I can and maybe someday, Florida will be 
a place to reside again.  
     Once I am settled in, I will send my informati on so we can stay in contact and in case 
anybody wants to get a hold of me or stop by for a visit while you are traveling. The North-
east has a lot of beautiful country to explore and I plan on doing as much as possible 
when the weather permits. Let me know if you are pl anning a trip that way and maybe we 
can get together. Good luck to all of you, ride saf e and "Thank You" for being such a won-
derful family to me while I was here.  
For The Last Time...   
 
Rich Schaad   
Former FL1-M Chapter Director  
 

A Thought from our New Chapter Directors 
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           Helmets 

 
          This month we thought it was time to talk about helmets again.  
My thoughts were not to preach about wearing a helmet, but to talk 
about the choices of styles.  There are many types of helmets, some a 
novelty style that will look “COOL” but be worth almost nothing in a 
crash.  The various types are ½ helmets (sometimes called brain buck-
ets), ¾ style (or open face), flip front full face (chin protection moves to 
make it easier to put on the helmet), and finally full face.  The order that 
the helmets were presented is in increasing protection for you the rider 

or co-rider. 
          The choice of style of helmets is yours, but the most important item is 
to ensure that whatever you wear is DOT approved.  You can also go above 
this approval and buy a helmet that has obtained a Snell rating.   
          Color is also important when buying a helmet.  You can buy some 
that are color matched to our bikes, others that have ornate graphics applied, 
and finally they come in your basic colors.  Kathy & I have spent a lot of 
time riding behind the group and have taken the time to decide what pro-
vides the best visibility to someone behind us.  Color matched helmets 

blend in with the bike and are the least visible, the graphics typically are lighter in color and 
are more visible than the color matched, but for higher visibility a light colored helmet was 
best (this would not be the same if you ride a white bike). 
          I am sure that everyone is aware that Kathy & I have become your Chapter Directors 
for the second time.  Ken & Sue Stagner are your new Chapter Educators and they will do a 
great job in this position. 
 
          , 
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  Birthdays 
 Jack Holzer 1 

Bobbie Hardesty 9 
Shelly Robinson 9 

Janet Holzer 
Margie Miller 29 
Duane Staw 30 

Kathy Jackson 31 

May 
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Anniversaries 
 

Sharon & Tracy Dunn 1 
Beverly & Richard Stephens 5 

 

Birthdays 
Don Allen 6 

Judy Nolan 6 
Joyce Hartley 7 
John Davie 11 

Evona Pawlik 15 
Paul Bowser 22 

Gordon Hanson 24 
Gary Miles 28 

Anniversaries 
 

Bobbie & Cliff Hardesty 10 
Wavy & Paul Begin 19 

Jean & J.R. Garrison 23 
Julie & George Schneider 28 

2009 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS 
 
April 30- May 2   South Carolina District Rally                                      Myrtle Beach, SC 
May 9                   FL1-F2  Poker Run/Motorcycl e Rally                         St. Petersburg     
June 11-13          Georgia District Rally                                                  Hiawassee,  GA 
June 20               FL1-O Kick-Off                                                              DeFuniak Springs 
Sept 10-12           Region “A” Rally                                                         Dothan, AL 
Sept 19                FL1-A 15 th Anniversary Picnic                                   Lutz 
Oct 10                  FL1-B Coast to Coast Charit y Ride                            Brandon 
Oct 15-17            Mississippi District Rally                                            Tupelo, MS 
Nov 1                   SW Florida Ride For Kids                                           Sarasota 
Nov. 14                Florida District Rider Ed Fa ir                                     St. Petersbu rg 

�

 
Although not a GWRRA function, we have learned that Honda Hoot has been cancelled for 2009. 
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Our Ride & Motorists Awareness 

Coordinators Column 
 Several years ago when we first bought 

our bike we decided we wanted to look for a 
group to ride with. We thought we would enjoy 
meeting people that liked to ride and who could 
show us some of the nice back roads that we may 
not have known about. We heard about a fund 
raiser for the Angelus. Don had volunteered with 
the Angelus at their annual concert for years, so it 
made sense for us to attend the poker run that they 
were having. We had no idea what a great ride 
that truly was for us. That was the day we met 
Chapter M. The members we met were so nice 
and really seemed like a fun bunch of people. Due 
to health reasons it took us several months before 
we were really ready to start riding. Over those 
months Don kept in touch with Rich. I’m sure 
Rich was wondering if we were ever going to 
show up or if we would just keep stalking him. 
The second time we met the chapter we were 
hooked. Since then Chapter M has become a huge 
part of our lives and we consider every one of you 
part of our family. 
     Now, the rest of the story… 
As many of you know, our bike developed a ma-
jor problem in January.  For us the bike is not just 
a weekend toy. It is Don’s transportation to work. 
We didn’t know what we were going to do. The 
bike was dead and we could not afford to have a 
dealer fix it. After exploring many options we 
(with advice from people smarter than we are 
when it comes to bikes) decided our best option 
was replace the motor.  That seemed simple 
enough until we started looking for a motor. After 
many phone calls and internet searches we finally 
found one in Ohio. Don’s dad lives near the town 
where the motor was. Good ole dad went over and 
checked things out for us. Everything looked good 
and the motor was shipped. Now what do we do? 
We have a motor coming but don’t have the 
knowledge to put it in.  This is where the M fam-
ily comes in. Wendell offered his workshop and 
Tracy offered his knowledge.  Somewhere in there 
Ron was recruited. Before we could blink, the 
bike was at Wendell’s house and parts were eve-
rywhere. For almost 2 weeks Wendell, Tracy, Ron 

and Don worked on our bike. Every day that they 
worked we were in awe of how giving so many 
people were of their time and knowledge. Looking 
back, we were in a daze. Partly because we didn’t 
know how this was going to turn out, but mostly 
because we could not believe how blessed we are to 
have such amazing friends. It may seem silly but 
this was a really hard time for us. In the middle of 
all of this our truck broke down and needed an ex-
pensive repair too. There were times when we did-
n’t know which way to turn, but every time we got 
to that point there was someone from Chapter M 
stepping up to point us in the right direction.  
Words cannot express our gratitude towards each 
and every one of you who has helped us through 
this trying time. Thank you to Alice for making 
sure the guys had dinner every night, to Sharon and 
Kathy for being so understanding when your hus-
bands were gone every night and all weekend to 
work on the bike, to Paul for taking pictures and of 
course, Tracy, Ron and Wendell for working so 
hard and never complaining. We can’t forget the 
many members who stopped by just to take a peek 
or to say hi.   When we joined Chapter M we were 
not looking for an extended family, but we sure 
found a great one.  
 
We love you guys, 
             .  
 �����������	

���
Ride Coordinators 
 
 
 
Please phone any changes in your ad-
dress, telephone home/cell phone num-

bers or e-mail address to 
dunbo@tampabay.rr.com 

We would like to keep our records up to 

date. 
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     To put ads in this newsletter, you must be a member of Chapter M or GWRRA.  
Space permitting – New ads will be allowed to have a short paragraph of about 2-5 
lines describing the item for sale, plus up to 3 colored pictures.  The editor may ad-
just wording, and size of pictures will be adjusted to fit space available.  If you want 
to continue running the item for sale, you must let the editor know and it will be ed-
ited to 1 or 2 lines and no pictures. Ads may be e-mailed or given directly to the edi-
tor. Once the item sells, please let the editor know so it can be removed. 
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Chapter M Apparel and GWRRA Artwork 
 
     We are pleased to announce that our Goody Sales representatives have greatly increased the va-
riety of apparel that you can now order.  In order to view these items, please request that they show 
you the new attire catalogue that they have made up.  You can also view these items by visiting our 
website and clicking on the “For Sale” button on the home page and then following the directions on 
the page that comes up.  If you are viewing this newsletter on the web, just click on the underlined 
text to  access these items. http://suncoastwings.com/Attire/attireindex.htm  



GWRRA 
 Membership Benefits  

 
     GWRRA strives to provide Members with 
benefit packages that are unparalleled in the 
motorcycle industry. Heck, our benefits are un-
paralleled in just about any industry! Take ad-
vantage of just one or two of our benefits and 
your GWRRA Membership pays for itself!  
 
GWRRA MEMBER BENEFIT PROGRAMS  
 
Wing World Magazine - Receive one full year of 
the industry leader for information about the Gold 
Wing and Valkyrie, as well as product evalua-
tions, riders’ stories, technical information, beau-
tiful photos, free classified ads, tours and rallies 
calendar, and much, much more.  
Rescue Towing and Emergency Roadside As-
sistance – As a paid Member of GWRRA, you 
receive FREE 24- hour/7-days-a-week towing up 
to 35 miles per disablement and roadside assis-
tance for your motorcycle or any motorcycle you 
are riding, including as a passenger. If you have a 
Family membership, your registered household 
family members are covered too. 
Rider Education – Working hand-in-glove with 
such eminent organizations as the Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation (MSF) and the national asso-
ciation of State Motorcycle Administrators 
(SMSA), GWRRA Educators conduct informative 
and entertaining riding and classroom sessions to 
improve riding skills and safety. GWRRA’s ex-
clusive four-tier Rider Education Program encour-
ages consistent ongoing training through commit-
ment to safe motorcycling, frequently refreshed 
training in CPR and first aid skills, and ongoing 
study. Recognizing the realities of today’s motor-
cycling, GWRRA is one of the few sources of 
skill and safety education for motorcyclists who 
operate trikes and/or who pull trailers. GWRRA 
conducts hundreds of seminars and training ses-
sions through its volunteer corps of educators, and 
takes the message of being “motorcycle aware” to 
the general public through its exclusive and pro-
active public speaking volunteers in its Motorist 
Awareness Division (MAD). 
Chapter Life - Come join the fun at a Chapter 

meeting! Go along on a group ride, partake in a 
poker-run, potluck, charity ride, or any of the nu-
merous activities available to GWRRA Members 
in their local area. 
Membership Materials – 4” full-color patch, two 
4” full-color decals, full-color Membership pin, 
plus more… 
Find-A-Friend Council  – For each new Member 
you find, you accumulate credits toward the Hall 
of Fame and Hall of Honor Awards.  
Couple of the Year (COY) – COY programs to 
recognize the outstanding efforts of individuals 
within GWRRA 
Special Interests Groups – Special interest 
groups for camping, Valkyrie, Classic wings, Cy-
ber wings, Speakers bureaus, etc.  
Professional Office Staff – Provides exceptional 
customer service that far exceeds the standard 
others provide. 800-843-9460 Online data man-
agement is offered at http://www.gwrra.org/
membership  
Members’ Only Message Boards – Log on with 
your personal I.D. and chat with other Members, 
get technical advice, place an ad, get safety ad-
vice, and so much more 
Visit us at www.gwrra.org for a complete list of 
GWRRA benefits; and while you’re there, why 
not join and begin accessing your benefits right 
away! 
 

GWRRA 
 MEMBER BENEFIT DISCOUNT 

PROGRAMS  
 
Rescue Plus – An optional upgrade that, for the 
special price of $25 per year, includes all the 
benefits of Rescue Towing and Roadside Assis-
tance, PLUS covers the towing of any non-
commercial vehicle (under one ton, including 
cars, trucks, and motorcycle trailers) AND in-
creases covered towing from 35 to 100 miles (per 
disablement). (With the purchase of a GWRRA 
Family membership, the Rescue Plus upgrade ap-
plies to all registered household family members.) 
 
Wing Ding -- Attend the world’s largest Gold 
Wing motorcycle rally and trade show. Held an-
nually, Wing Ding is the only major American 



motorcycle event to change locations each year, 
bringing the largest Gold Wing and Valkyrie 
vendor show, grand parade, rider education, en-
tertainment and seminars to different and excit-
ing, air-conditioned venues every summer. 
GWRRA Official Products – Apparel, jewelry, 
rider education aids, recognition plaques and 
more – the finest products to proudly display 
your membership in GWRRA 
GW Pin & Patch – We understand how impor-
tant your special events and occasions are. Using 
the finest materials and workmanship, we pro-
vide the best quality pins and patches at prices to 
meet your needs.  
Travel Now - Discount travel program. Over 
9,000 negotiated hotel rates, as well as airfares 
and discounted TOURS for Members only. 
Check Travel Now website to explore all your 
travel options from airlines, cruises, hotels, cars, 
to package tours.  
AFLAC Insurance – As a GWRRA Member, 
you now have access to AFLAC Association dis-
counts on their Personal Cancer and Personal Ac-
cident policies. Call 800-220-9610 for details 
OfficeMax Discounts – Discounts at all Office-
Max locations for GWRRA Members. The 
GWRRA Retail Connect Card can be obtained by 
downloading it here or simply cut out the card in 
the February 2009 issue of Wing World maga-
zine.  
AmeriPlan® – As a Member of GWRRA you 
have access to AmeriPlan’s Discount Health and 
Dental Programs. This is not insurance, but it 
does give you access to medical, dental, vision, 
chiropractic and pharmaceutical providers at a 
discounted rate. For more information go to 
www.everyonebenefits.com/gwrra or call800-
583-3240.  
Life Lock Identity Theft Protection Program – 
#1 in Identity Theft Protection & Identity Theft 
Protection Products. Protect yourself and your 
family.  
Avis/Budget Car Rental  
JC Motors Transport – Whether you are mov-
ing or simply want to make traveling with your 
motorcycle easier, JC Motors Transport is the 
right choice for your motorcycle shipping needs. 
JC Motors Transport offers Members of 
GWRRA a discount and has the best motorcycle 

shipping package on the market. Visit them at 
www.motorcycleshippers.com  
Credit Union – Arizona Central Credit Union, 
the official credit union of GWRRA, offers a 
full-range of financial products and services to 
meet your needs at every stage of life. As an ex-
clusive benefit for GWRRA Members, we offer 
the No-Monthly-Fee GWRRA Checking Ac-
count, featuring the GWRRA Visa®CheckCard. 
Now you can show your GWRRA pride every 
time you make a purchase. You’ll also have the 
convenient account access at more than 1,000 
credit union branches nationwide. Plus, there’s 
online account access and toll-free Member ser-
vice for added convenience. Call 866-264-6421 
for information and mention GWRRA 
 
 
 
 

 Ouch !  Ouch !  Ouch ! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The helmet did its job, but it’s a shame that  

he is going to suffer because he didn’t protect 
other areas of his body.  
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Returning to the office from lunch on his 2007 
Honda Gold Wing motorcycle one day this spring, 
Lou O’Connell got a glimpse into the future, if only 
by two seconds or so. A car pulled out of a shop-
ping center in Weston, Fla., near Fort Lauderdale, 
and into his path. He could see that he was going to 
hit the car. 
Mr. O’Connell said that although he did not expect 
to be killed in the impending crash — becoming 
one of the 5,000 or so motorcycle riders who will 
die on American roads this year if recent trends 
continue — he knew that at the very least he was 
about to go flying over the handlebars. 
But then there was a bang and a cloud of powder in 
front of him. Though the front of his bike had 
slammed the passenger side of a black Nissan 
350Z, Mr. O’Connell found himself nearly unin-
jured — intact enough to lay down the bike and 
stride over with some well-chosen words for the 
car’s driver.  
Mr. O’Connell’s accident was, so far as Honda 
knows, the first in which the air bag of a motorcy-
cle deployed to protect a rider. At least for now, the 
air bag is an option only on the big Gold Wing 
touring bikes, which cost nearly $25,000 fully 
equipped with features like heated handgrips and 
antilock brakes.  
“It’s amazing,” said Mr. O’Connell, who escaped 
with only bruises on his shins. Without the air bag, 
his injuries might have been serious: Florida re-
laxed its helmet law in July 2000, and he had been 
seduced by good weather to ride without one. “It 
was so nice, I couldn’t resist, and I couldn’t resist 
the American dream,” Mr. O’Connell, an immi-

grant from Ireland, said. “The American dream is 
to ride a motorcycle without a helmet.”  
Honda began development of motorcycle air bags 
in 1990 and tested the system for a decade before 
making it available on the Gold Wing for 2007. A 
Honda spokesman, Jon Row, emphasized that the 
air bag was something of a last measure in today’s 
safety technology, and is not intended to replace 
the need to wear a helmet. 
Mr. O’Connell, 40, and the father of two young 
children, said the accident persuaded him to wear 
his helmet whenever he rides.  
The crash was something of a milestone in motor-
cycle safety, one of the few positive developments 
in recent years. Riding a motorcycle is becoming 
riskier. Deaths last year increased by 5.4 percent 
over 2005, according to preliminary estimates of 
the federal Fatality Analysis Reporting System, 
and are up for the ninth consecutive year. Deaths 
have increased 125 percent over 10 years, a period 
in which registrations rose more than 50 percent.  
Even when adjusted for more bikes covering more 
miles, the picture is grim. While the death rate for 
people in vehicles fell by about 17 percent for 
each mile traveled over that period, the rate for 
motorcycle riders more than doubled, according to 
the report.  
That timeline coincides with factors including a 
rising average age of riders, more powerful en-
gines and the repeal of state laws requiring univer-
sal helmet use, in part a result of pressure applied 
by lobby groups that persuaded legislators to “let 
the rider decide.” Wearing a helmet cuts the risk 
of death by about 37 percent, according to Ted R. 
Miller, a researcher at the Pacific institute for Re-
search and Evaluation. Making helmets manda-
tory increases use because police officers can 
check compliance at a glance. 
Measuring the effect of motorcycle helmet law re-
peals is tricky because of factors like the increase 
in motorcycle sales. Still, the numbers are power-
ful. Texas, which loosened its laws in 1977 and 
then reinstated universal coverage in 1989, again 
backed down on the regulations in 1997 for riders 
over 21; fatalities shot up 31 percent in the first 
year after the law was relaxed. A study in Florida 
sponsored by the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration found that in the two years after 
that state repealed its universal helmet law in 



2000, fatalities for every 10,000 motorcycles were 
up 21 percent, compared with 13 percent nation-
ally.  
At the National Transportation Safety Board, the 
death toll has not gone unnoticed because it is now 
larger than the number of deaths in airplane, ma-
rine, railroad and pipeline accidents combined. 
Deborah A. P. Hersman, a member of the board 
who presided over a two-day motorcycle safety fo-
rum last September, said in an e-mail message, 
“This is the only mode of transportation in which 
the overall number of fatalities and the rate of fa-
talities continue to steadily rise, and yet there is no 
public outcry.”  
While it might seem that older riders would be 
more experienced and less likely to take risks, other 
factors may lie behind their portion of the fatality 
increases.  
“It’s the baby boomers,” said Barbara L. Harsha, 
executive director of the Governors Highway 
Safety Association, a Washington-based group of 
state officials. Many riders are returning to bikes 
years after having given up riding, and “they don’t 
realize how powerful the bikes are,” she said.
Government statistics support, in raw numbers at 
least, the assertion about older riders, even if the 
data cannot assign blame for the fatal crashes. 
Umesh Shankar, an analyst at the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, said that the 
number of fatalities among riders 40 and over had 
more than tripled. The industry, though, says the 
statistics are misleading. The Motorcycle Industry 
Council, a trade association, says that the fatality 
rate — which takes into account miles traveled — 
has been calculated incorrectly, in part because the 
Transportation Department does not accurately 
tally the number of miles ridden. For instance, gov-
ernment statistics say motorcycles traveled 9.6 bil-
lion miles in 2003; the industry council’s research 
says they actually traveled 20.6 billion miles.  
The Motorcycle Safety Foundation, which is allied 
with the industry council, does agree that returning 
riders can be a problem. Dean L. Thompson, a 
spokesman for the safety group, said that older rid-
ers should “not be in denial about their skills, 
which decline over time.” Riders should know their 
limits, he said.  
With gasoline prices high, some riders are putting 
more miles on their bikes. Mr. O’Connell, the Gold 

Wing owner, loves to ride but also uses the bike in 
his business. He is a commercial real estate broker, 
and says when he arrives to show a property, the 
big Honda impresses customers.  
The industry’s consistent message is that more rider 
training will reduce the number of deaths. Last fall, 
Ms. Hersman took a basic rider course, and got a 
motorcycle endorsement on her Virginia drivers li-
cense.  
Ms. Hersman may be better prepared than most rid-
ers; according to the industry, only about 38 per-
cent of riders have taken an organized rider educa-
tion course. The Motorcycle Safety Foundation 
urges riders to take recurrent safety courses, wear 
protective gear and not ride while impaired.  
Air bags, which have cut the fatality rate in cars, 
are not adaptable to all motorcycles. They are well 
suited to touring models like the Gold Wing or the 
very popular cruiser bikes, where the rider sits up-
right, but sport bikes with a crouched riding posi-
tion present a design challenge. 
Electronic antiskid systems, a technology that has 
been very effective in preventing car and truck 
crashes, are not applicable to two-wheel vehicles, 
but traction control devices are already available on 
many BMW motorcycles. In addition, BMW offers 
tire pressure monitoring, which can help riders pre-
vent problems on the road. 
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