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     Once again work is causing my article to be late. We had to go out of 
town for a conference so we are a little behind. The District Rally has 
come and gone and Chapter M had another good showing this year. 
We had 64 members attend this year and everyone that I have talked to 
had a great time . Many won prizes, and the Chapter won a few as 
well. Word has it that maybe next year we may get back into compet-
ing for some of the things we used to compete for, like the talent show 
and best dressed competitions. We have plenty of time to plan.  
     Our northern members are all heading back to their summer re-
streats and we will miss them, as usual. I hope everyone has a great 
summer and we will be waiting for your return in the fall. April is the 
month that we are doing the multi-chapter 
charity poker run, so that should be a fun time 
just like last year. The weather will surely be 
cooler than last August though. Keep an eye on 
the calendars and e-mails for upcoming events.         
The summer usually is packed with picnics, 
bowling, game nights and other fun activities.      
Hope to see you all at something coming up. 
 
      
      Until Next Month,  
 

Rich & Lucy SchaadRich & Lucy SchaadRich & Lucy SchaadRich & Lucy Schaad    
 

Chapter Directors 

FL1-M 
 

Please phone any changes in your address, telephone home/cell phone numbers or 
e-mail address to 

Rich Schaad – Cell-727-421-6083. 
We would like to keep our records up to date. 

A Thought from our Chapter Directors 
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Self Reflection 
 

            I asked each of you at the last meeting to look into a mirror and really look 
inside of yourself.  This is specifically about the type of rider that we are and how 
we behave on the road.  There was a portion of an article in the Motorcycle Con-
sumer News that led me to ask this.  They described a couple of riders who rode 
their motorcycles to work.  One of the riders was Oblivious Oliver and expected all 
of the drivers to respect all traffic laws and never do anything unexpected.  The sec-
ond rider was Aware Alan who always was aware of his surroundings and expected 
all drivers to do something unexpected.  Now what happens when each of these rid-
ers have an unexpected encounter was a driver making a left turn directly in front of 
them.  Aware Alan anticipated this maneuver and was prepared by having the 
brakes covered.  Alan was able to avoid the left turning vehicle and didn’t think 

about this again.  Oblivious Oliver, on the other hand, was not expecting the oncoming 
vehicle to make the left turn in front of him.   Only Oliver’s skill in handling a motorcy-
cle allowed him to avoid colliding with the vehicle.  Oliver fussed about this event for 
hours afterwards. This not only spoiled his ride, but impacted his performance at work. 
            This led me to examine myself and what I used to do while riding.  There were 
times that I was not paying as close attention to the surroundings as I should.  This re-
sulted in numerous close calls that I would tell about at the dinner table.  Either Pop or 
my brother told me that if all of these close calls were happening, maybe I shouldn’t be 
riding.  Of course I didn’t stop, just stopped talking about the drivers. 
            Later we moved to Florida and became involved with FL1-M and I was encour-

aged to participate in an ERC.  My thoughts were “Why should I do this?  I have ridden for many years and 
know how to ride.”  Boy was I ever wrong!  Yes I had the mechanics on riding, albeit with numerous bad 
habits.  After having many of these corrected during the course, I realized that I didn’t know it all. 
            I feel that the instructors helped enormously in correcting my bad habits, but what I think helped the 
most was in the situational awareness.  I didn’t use to pay as much attention to my surroundings and this led 
to numerous close calls and at least one accident.  This has also translated itself into my behavior when 
driving my 4-wheeled vehicle.  I am constantly scanning and asking what a driver might do that would en-
danger me.   These kinds of what-if games that we play in our minds allow us to be prepared when a vehicle 
driver does something that would endanger our ride. 
 
PS: Kathy said it also made her a better driver (I had to add this as she told me that she was not mentioned 
in the article at all)! 
             
Ride Safe! 
 
Ron & Kathy Jackson, Senior Chapter Educators 

      
          , 

 Ron & Kathy JacksonRon & Kathy JacksonRon & Kathy JacksonRon & Kathy Jackson    

Senior Chapter Educators 
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  Birthdays 
Ray Zurenda 3 

Roy Johnson 6 

Pam Price 8 

Connie Johnson/Garriques 9 

Christine Posner 10 

Stu Posner 14 

 

  

April 

SpecialSpecialSpecialSpecial    DaysDaysDaysDays    

Anniversaries 
Betty & Buzz Probus 20 

Sue & Ken Stagner 28 

 

May 

Birthdays 
Jack Holzer 1 

Linda Stevens 7 

Bobbie Hardesty 9 

Shelly Robinson 9 

DJ Allen/McNeill 11 

Gene Lijewski 15 

Janet Holzer 

Margie Miller 29 

Duane Staw 30 

Kathy Jackson 31 

 

Anniversaries 

Sharon & Tracy Dunn 1 

Beverly & Richard Stephens 5 

Lynn & Gene Lijewski 11 

 

2009 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS 
March 26-28        Alabama District Rally                                                Pelham, AL 

March 29             FL1-E2 America Diabetes Assoc. Poker Run           Fort Walton Beach                           

April 4                 FL1-B Road Rally & Fun Day                                      Seffner 

April 4                 FL1-Q Relay for Life Poker Run                                 Milton 

April 5                  Northeast Florida Ride For Kids                                Jacksonville 

April 11               FL2-G Charity Poker Run                                            Fort Myers 

April 18               FL1-W Green Eggs & Ham Poker Run                       Orlando 

April 25               Multi-Chapter Charity Poker Run                               Tampa Bay Area 

April 30- May 2   South Carolina District Rally                                      Myrtle Beach, SC 

May 9                   FL1-F2  Poker Run/Motorcycle Rally                         St. Petersburg     

June 11-13          Georgia District Rally                                                  Hiawassee, GA 

June 20               FL1-O Kick-Off                                                              DeFuniak Springs 

Sept 10-12           Region “A” Rally                                                         Dothan, AL 

Sept 19                FL1-A 15th Anniversary Picnic                                   Lutz 

Oct 10                  FL1-B Coast to Coast Charity Ride                            Brandon 

Oct 15-17            Mississippi District Rally                                            Tupelo, MS 

Nov 1                   SW Florida Ride For Kids                                           Sarasota 

Nov. 14                Florida District Rider Ed Fair                                     St. Petersburg 
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Our Ride & Motorists Awareness 

Coordinators Column 
Hi Gang, 
     Did everyone have a great time at the state rally? 
We sure did. Chapter M walked away with a lot of 
prizes. 
     Bob Price won 1st place in the Valkyrie Custom 
Class Bike show. Pam Lantz won 1st place for the Peo-
ple’s Choice award in the Lighted Bike Show. Margie 
Miller won $50 from pre-registration. Don Allen won a 
basket of cheer from Riders Ed (champagne, tequila & 
munchies). Jerri Miles won a 1 year extension on her 
GWRRA membership. Jim & Maxine Jackson were the 
oldest rider & co-rider. Chapter FL1-M was the largest 
chapter in attendance. Chapter FL1-M (actually Evona) 
won 2nd place in the collage contest. Chapter FL1-M 
was recognized for selling 1000 Goldwing raffle tickets 
to benefit Rider Education. Curtis Palmore was given 
an appreciation award for all that he does to promote 
Rider Education and for selling 1000 Goldwing tickets. 
Sharon Dunn won a grand prize of a 3 day, 2 night stay 
at Radisson Resort Worldgate  Rumor has it that Rich 
Schaad won some sort of prize, although it sounds a 
little fishy to me.  The rumor is that Rich won a 1099 
tax form and Lucy won a check for $1000.  Many 
members won game prizes or door prizes. I know a few 
dollars were spent on safety chrome. We had a lot of 
fun goofing off, playing various games in the evening, 
and just enjoying each others’ company. If you missed 
it this year, we sure hope you join us next year. 
             .  

 Don & Tina Allen 
Ride Coordinators 

                       
Buzzy Bees  

     Our Northern friends are all preparing for their 
annual trek to their summer homes and we wish 
them Fun and Safety and look forward to them re-
turning to their FL1-M family in the fall.  
     The Florida District Rally was a big success. It 
was very well attended by our chapter. Thanks to 
all.  
     We also enjoyed the Siesta Key rally in Sara-
sota. The food was outstanding and they did a 
good job for a new rally. Good luck to them.  
     Watch the calendar for a very busy and fun 
filled April. Lots of different restaurants.  
Thank you,  

Buzz Probus  
Membership 

"Words cannot express"… 
 

     Never has this expression been truer, than with 
the support that has been given over the past two 
months to Mom and us, as well as to each other, by 
all the members of “Chapter M” and “GWRRA 
members” as we all deal in our own way with los-
ing Doug. To try and thank each of you personally 
for all you have done would surely take a lifetime.  

My biggest regret was not getting down to 
Florida to ride with Dad, and now that I have had 
the opportunity to meet the "Florida Group" and 
put some faces to the names, the stories we have 
heard over the years now seem somehow more per-
sonal. The sense of "Family" among the group was 
so obvious, from the simplest of condolences, to 
the time and effort involved in organizing the me-
morial ride. It is clear that Dad surrounded himself 
with true friends, and "Good People". Please take 
the time to realize the difference each of you have 
made, both as individuals as well as a group in 
helping us through this time, and know that "Our 
Family" is better off for having known "each of 
you". 
     For the tributes that are still being received for 
dad (mom sent pictures of the collage that we were 
pleased to hear won second prize.) The tribute that 
was done on the collage by Pete & Evona was 
beautiful. Mom tells me that some of you still have 
the black ribbon on your antennas, and some mem-
bers have put tribute decals on their windshields 
and are flying Canadian flags in his memory. 
Members have been riding mom all over the coun-
try… putting new brakes on the car… taking her 
out on their trikes so she can see if she thinks that 
is what she would like to do. Thanks to Curtis and 
his team for getting her involved in motorcycle 
training. The funds that the members gave to 
Brother Bill have been used to send two students to 
high school. The daily calls that come inviting her 
to all the events and making her such an important 
part of your family. 

After meeting most of you, it is clear the 
gestures are truly from the heart. Members as al-
ways, will always be welcome in our homes… be it 
a mechanical emergency or a simple visit when 
passing through. So do not hesitate to come visit so 
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we can in some way show our appreciation for all 
you have done for our family. 
     I know without a doubt Dad is "pissed" because 
we've all made such a "fuss" over losing him, and as 
he would say..."you all have better things to do 

with your time". 

     Well I for one  know that who I am today, and 
one of the reasons that I care about other people, is 
due in a large part to the influence that Dad had in 
my life. I don't believe anyone could have "met" 
Dad, and not been better for it in some way. Dad still 
rides with me every day, as he does with each of you.  
I can see him enjoying the beauty of the day and hear 
his whisper in my ear "It doesn't get better than this". 

 
Keep Enjoying... Keep Caring... Keep Riding...   
 
In the simplest words... "Thank You" 

 

The Sweeney Family 
 

 
 
 
 

Four Guys and a Bike 
 

     It all started when during a recent ride  
one of our member’s  “Wing” started mak-
ing some not so familiar noises. Eventually 
after a few more rides and many more 
thumps, bangs, clunks, the well aged 1500 
decided that its fourth gear finally wasn’t 
available any longer and the other gears 
would soon follow suit. 
    Ideally it would be time to buy a new 
bike, but economically the time wasn’t 
right. Checking with the local Honda mo-
torcycle repair shops would mean parting 
with at least four thousand dollars, plus the 
cost of parts. There’s got to be a reasonable 
solution - right? 
     You have to remember this, the owner is 
a member of chapter “M”.   We all know 
how we enjoy riding together and being 
part of the GWRRA family means “ Fun, 
Safety, and Knowledge”, and also Caring. 
     It wasn’t long before a plan started to 
come together.  The Don’s father, who lives 
up north, located a used short block/
transmission in good condition, and at a 
very reasonable price (just a few hundred 
dollars) and he had it shipped to Florida.  
This would mean that the cylinder heads, 
intake manifold, starter, alternator and all 
the other external components would have 
to be removed from the old engine and reas-
sembled on the replacement engine. Get out 
the shop manual(s). This isn’t going to be a 
project where you just “wing-it”. 
     Wendell offered the use of the workshop 
behind his home and he has lots of tools 
that would be needed for such a project. 
Tracy ordered the required gasket kits, re-
placement components, and brought   
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additional tools, and most importantly, the 
knowledge that he acquired during his res-
toration of his four GL1000’s. Ron offered 
his technical talents and the physical dex-
terity, that the rest of us lost a few years 
ago. And finally Don provided the legwork 
and anything else that was needed to get 
the job done. Oh, he also provided the ob-
ject of everyone’s focus, an ill bike. 
     The ailing motorcycle was ridden into 
the shop behind Wendell’s house. The four 
members looked at 
each other and then 
at the bike. It was 
time to tackle that 
mechanical marvel 
and give it a new 
life. Bring it on! 
     Slowly, body 
panels, and the me-
chanical and electrical accessories were 
stripped away.  Transformed before them 
was a mechanical monster.  Numerous rub-
ber vacuum lines, fuel lines, and coolant 
lines crisscrossed in and around the engine 
and frame.  Electrical wiring and a maze of 
connectors also had to be removed. Plastic 
air dams and air chambers were every-
where… and they too had to be removed.   
Finally, after the removal of the carbure-
tors and alternator the engine was ready to 
be separated from the 
frame.  Urrr…. easier 
said than done.  Even 
after removing a 
frame member, the 
engine wasn’t going 
to depart from the 
frame. But after lots 
of twisting, turning, grunts, moans and a 

few words that won’t be repeated, the engine 
lay on the floor. I think someone said, “That’s 
the easy part”- Really? 
     The old engine/ 
transmission housing 
was stripped of all 
the parts that were to 
be reused on the new 
short block assem-
bly. It took hours to 
clean and inspect those parts before they were 
reassembled onto the new block. 
      Finally the engine was ready to be in-
stalled. Well, remember how hard it was to re-
move the engine?  It was twice as hard to rein-
stall the new one. After 
hours of coaxing, the 
engine finally found its 
new home.  
     Once the engine 
was bolted into place 
they decided to fill the 
engine with oil.  As the oil was added some-
one said “Stop, we have a leak!”   Everyone’s 
heart sank. Oil was running out the rear of the 
engine in the location of the output shaft. 
Tired and disheartened, they decided that that 
problem would have to be looked at the next 
day. 
     Fortunately the next day put a new light on 
the project.  After analyzing the problem they 
determined that the oil seal had been dis-
lodged from the housing and that it only 
needed to be reinserted into the housing which 
bolted onto the transmission. Great, but the 
only problem with this is that the Honda shop 
manual said that the engine must be removed 
to do this…ugh!   
     So, after considering other options, the  
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 guys put their heads together and found a 
way that only took a little over an hour to 
properly reseat the seal – without removing 
the engine.  And once this was completed, 
the engine oil was topped off without any 
further problems.  The remaining hours of  
the day were spent routing, verifying, and 
connecting the maze of hoses and electrical 
wiring that were previously removed.  
     The next day the carburetors and other 
mechanical accessories were installed. The 
fluids that were drained were refilled or 
topped off and the spark plugs were re-
moved in order to permit the engine to be 
turned over without starting. The battery 
was hooked up and the go-ahead to spin the 
engine was given. 
     After a short time the engine was 
checked for fluid leaks. A leak was detected 
at the oil filter. It seems  that when the old 
oil filter was removed the “O” ring, that is 
part of the filter, stuck to the engine hous-
ing.  When the new filter was installed it 
too had an “O” ring which did not permit 
the filter to properly seal.  This is a com-
mon problem with this type of filter for 
both motorcycles and cars.  Two is not bet-
ter than one.  
     Upon fixing this problem, the engine 
stop switch was placed in the “on” position.  
Everyone held their breath and the starter 
button was pushed. In less than a revolution 
of the crankshaft the engine purred to life. It 
idled quietly and was brought up to operat-
ing temperature. Everything was checked to 
insure it properly functioned and was found 
to operate as good, if not better, than it had 
before the repair had been made. 
     Tracy, Ron, Wendell and Don can be 
proud of the job they did. The bike now has 
a new life and hopefully many more rides 
that it will make with the members of Chap-
ter M. Great job, guys !  

Friends for Fun, Safety and 

Knowledge. 
 

     The Gold Wing Road Riders Asso-
ciation (GWRRA) is the world's larg-
est single-marque social organization 
for owners and riders of Honda Gold 
Wing/Valkyrie motorcycles -- and 
some would say, the world's largest 
family. Dedicated to our motto, 
Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowl-
edge, GWRRA members enjoy the 
freedom of belonging to a not-for-
profit, non-religious and non-political 
organization.  
     Founded in 1977, GWRRA has 
grown to more than 80,000 U.S., Ca-
nadian and international members in 
53 foreign countries in just 32 years. 
Over 800 active Chapters are man-
aged by 4,000 volunteer leaders work-
ing with members to foster safe, en-
joyable riding while also working to 
improve the public image of motorcy-
cling. 



Schedule of Events  
For April 

� April 2  Kick Tire- Country Pizza Inn, 25856 US                          

          19 North 

� April 4 FL1-B Brandon Rally  8:15 RM 

� April 5 Picnic Details TBA 

� April 9 Kick Tire Golden Wok China Buffet, 1410                       

            Missouri Ave., Largo 

� April 11  FL2-G Rally Fort Myers RM 7 AM 

� April 12  Easter Sunday   

� April 16  General Meeting, Stacy’s 

� April 18  FL1-W Rally Apopka  7:45 RM 

� April  19  Spaghetti Warehouse, 1911 N 13th St. Tampa             

                       Ybor  3 PM                       

� April 23 Kick Tire Los Mariachis, 9100 Ulmerton Rd. 

� April 25  Multi-Chapter Rally- See Flyer 

� April 26  St. Anthony’s Triathlon RM 6:15 AM 

� April 27 Council Meeting- Village Inn 

� April 28 Visitation FL1-K2 Parkside Café  

� April 30 Kick Tire Lucky’s , 6250 Ulmerton Rd Schedule of Events  
For May 

� May  2   Visitation Orlando FL1-H2 RM 11 AM 

� May  3    Honey Do   

� May  7    Kick Tire Acropol, 1170 Starkey Rd 

� May  9     Fl1-F2 Ocala Poker Run RM 7:45 AM 

� May 10   Mother’s Day   Honey Do 

� May 14    Kick Tire Brandon FL1-B  or Sonic          

                8651 Ulmerton Rd. 

� May 16  Visitation Sarasota FL2-B2 RM7:30 AM 

� May 17   Game Day Park Royale 1 PM 

� May 18   Council Meeting  7 PM Village Inn 

� May 21   General Meeting Stacey’s 

� May 23   Honey Do  Memorial Day Weekend 

� May 24   Honey Do  Memorial Day Weekend 

� May 28   Biff Burger,  3939 49th St. 

� May 30   Picnic Reddy’s Retreat 10 PM 

� May 31  Activity to be determined 
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   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

April 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

May 2009 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

     To put ads in this newsletter, you must be a member of Chapter M or GWRRA.  

Space permitting – New ads will be allowed to have a short paragraph of about 2-5 

lines describing the item for sale, plus up to 3 colored pictures.  The editor may ad-

just wording, and size of pictures will be adjusted to fit space available.  If you want 

to continue running the item for sale, you must let the editor know and it will be ed-

ited to 1 or 2 lines and no pictures. Ads may be e-mailed or given directly to the edi-

tor. Once the item sells, please let the editor know so it can be removed. 
 

 

Looking for a Bushtec or Escapade Trailer 
 

I am looking for a used pull-behind trailer. I would prefer a Bushtec or Escapade, but will 
consider all options. If you have such an item or know someone who does, please call 
Charlie Nolan  727-946-0986  or  e-mail me at chasvnolan@aol.com   
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GOODY SALES 

If you want Chapter M shirts or patches, flags, decals, please call us ahead    of time at    
727-517-3552 .        We will bring them to the kick-tire or General  Meetings. 

 
A limited number of Chapter helmet hangers are available.  Please contact 

Pete or Evona Pawlik  @ 727 517-3552 for details. 
 

 

Chapter M Apparel and GWRRA Artwork 

 

     We are pleased to announce that our Goody Sales representatives have greatly increased the va-

riety of apparel that you can now order.  In order to view these items, please request that they show 

you the new attire catalogue that they have made up.  You can also view these items by visiting our 

website and clicking on the “For Sale” button on the home page and then following the directions on 

the page that comes up.  If you are viewing this newsletter on the web, just click on the underlined 

text to  access these items. http://suncoastwings.com/Attire/attireindex.htm 
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Don’t Forget ! 
 

Newsletter Articles are worth 50 chapter dollars ! 
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