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A Thought from our Chapter Directors 

 
    It is that time of year again when we all give "Th anks" for everyone around us and for 
everything we have. It is  also a time for me to say "Thanks" to all of you C hapter members that 
make this Chapter so successful and so much fun. Wi thout the hard work of many of you, we 
could not be what we are. I know that work has been  taking up a lot of my time lately and 
unfor tunately it will probably continue into next year a s I have many projects to get completed. 
Lucy and I will attend whatever functions we can, b ut Lucy has to work on certain weekends 
which will make it difficult for her to join in. I hope in 2009 we will si mplify things and get back 
to how we used to be, but work has to come first. ����
  
     The Christmas season is here and we all know that means decorated bikes and lit bike rides 
around the area. We have a couple planned again thi s year and hope you all ca n join in on the 
fun. We hope to throw in a couple of surprises duri ng this season but will have to see how 
things play out. Some members have already got the head start on decorating their bikes and 
they look great. LED's are the way to go as they ha ve a low current draw and the prices have 
become pretty reasonable.  
  
     We will be announcing your 2009 "Couple Of The Yea r" at the Christmas party. Doug & 
Cathy have done a great job this past year and we k now they were promoting Chapter "M" 
everywhere they  went. I have seen some pictures as proof!! The "Co uple Of The Year" are 
chosen by you, the members, so be sure and get your  nominations in to Lucy or me  before the 
Christmas party. Whoever is chosen will have plenty  of support as they represent us for the 
year. There are many special people that they will m eet and we will be sure everyone knows 
who they are. "Thank You" so much to Doug & Cathy for being our 2 008 "Couple Of The 
Year"!!  
      We will again be participating in the "Multi C hapter Charit y Poker Run" in 2009 but this time 
it will be held earlier in the year,  which should generate more participation. We shoul d have 
everything finalized soon and will pass on the info rmation. Chapter M has an important role in 
this year's event as we will be the last stop for a ll of the riders. Keep an eye out for the details!!  
  
 Until Next Month,   

Rich & Lucy Schaad  
Chapter Directors  
FL1-M 
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A Note from our Ride Coordinators 
Hi Gang, 
 November was a busy month and things won’t be slowing down any time soon. We thought 
we would take this opportunity to explain some of the events that have taken place recently and 
some that are coming up. We have many new members that may not fully understand why we 
have done some things.  
 Several of the local triathlons ask us to help them with the media and their judges. The 
judges and photographers ride on the backs of our bikes so that they can keep up with the bicycle 
riders. In return for our members donating their ti me and gas, we are paid by the triathlon. The 
money generated from the triathlons goes into our chapter bank account. 
 The Ride for Kids is a fundraiser for the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. PBTF is a 
non-profit organization that raises funds for research, aids families with medical and emotional 
support. and even provides scholarships for these well deserving kids. Most of us in our chapter 
have kids or grandkids. Every day 9 children will be diagnosed with a brain tumor. 76% of those 
kids will be under the age of 15. Brain tumors are the leading cause of cancer deaths from 
childhood cancer. If we are lucky none of our kids or grandkids will ever have to face a brain 
tumor. PBTF is rated a 4 star charity by Charity Navigator. The definition of a 4 star charity is 
one that exceeds industry standards and outperforms most charities in its cause. Remember that 
chapter bank account? Our chapter pays the $35 registration for each of our members to 
participate in the Ride for Kids. Trust us, if you participate one time you will be hooked. 
  On a lighter note, lit bike parades. Every weekend leading up to Christmas has some sort of 
lit bike ride. The one that you don’t want to miss is Mingle Jingle with chapter FL1-S on Dec 6. 
The ride will take us through mobile home parks in Zephyrhills. The residents of the parks look 
forward to seeing us come through with our lights and decorations. For many of those people our 
parade is the only one that they see. It may be cold outside but your heart will sure feel warm 
when you see their smiles.  
 Check your calendar and keep your eye on the website for December rides. 
�����������	

���
Ride Coordinators 
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----------- December ---------- 

 Birthdays 
Ray Sorensen 1, Richard Stephens 1, Sharon Dunn 13, Wavy Begin 25, Ann  Zulas 26, Ron Jackson 28, 

Jeri Miles 29,  Roy Stevens 30, Danny Stevens 31,  Joyce Lewis 31 
 

Anniversaries 
 Ginger & Harold Hart 13, Gary & Tami White/Pace 22, Carol & John Titus 27, Cindy & Richard Riel 30 

  
-------------January----------- 

   Birthdays 
Lucy Schaad 6, John Henderson 8, Alice Gardner 8, Cathy Sweeney 10, Austine Barbour 15, 

 Tracy Dunn 15, Alan Houston 16, Jim Jackson (Pop’s) 19, Paul Begin 20, 
 Beverly Stephens 21, RalJean Stevens 22, Rich Schaad 27, 

Anniversaries 
Laurel & John Henderson 2, Pam & Frank Hardy 26  
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     At the November general meeting, I asked for donations for the Turkey Lady, who donates 
turkey dinners to the needy. The chapter’s donations totaled $1000.00 and I thank you for your 
support. Briefly I want to tell you a little about her organization and how much this Thanksgiving 
charity provided this year. 
     Robin started this grass roots organization 15 years ago because she felt that many people 
donate to charities at Christmas, but that those with needs are often forgotten at Thanksgiving. 
She wanted to help the community that has been good to her, so she collects contributions from 
friends and family to purchase dinners for the holiday. Once the funds are collected, she matches 
them from her own pocket. Then she purchases as many dinners for four that the funds will buy. 
A dinner for four consists of one turkey (15-20 lb.), one box of stuffing mix, and two cans of 
vegetables. This food then goes to the Salvation Army for distribution. The Salvation Army was 
chosen, rather than other food banks, because they only distribute food to those that prove they 
are in need. 
     Robin has matched donated funds two for one since 9-11-01 because they felt the need to do 
more. So the $1000.00 that we donated bought $3000.00 of food. Robin collected a little over 
$11,000.00, and with her matching funds, spent over $33,000.00 on groceries. This bought 2905 
dinners for four and provided for many that may not otherwise have had a decent holiday meal.  
     Donations this year were way down, most think due to the slow economy. The Salvation Army 
was very short for the Thanksgiving dinners this year and was so thankful we came through. This 
was all possible due to your generosity. In fifteen years this has grown from 11 turkeys to 2905 
complete dinners. Next year I hope we can help Robin set another record. 
     Another sponsor should also be noted here. Publix Supermarkets is where all the food is 
purchased and they give us a break on price, provide storage for warehousing of products, and 
handle the logistics by delivering the tractor trailer load to the Salvation Army. The staff and 
management go out of their way to help with this project, plus many Publix employees 
volunteered their time to help distribute the food. This charity would be nearly impossible with- 
out help from Publix Supermarkets. 
     Robin called and wanted me to pass on her thanks and her appreciation for our help. I 
responded with our thanks for her allowing us to be a part of this charity. Likewise, I personally 
want to thank all of you that donated for helping a worthy cause and making others’ holidays 
more enjoyable. We can be proud that we made a big impact in helping to feed over 11,000 people 
this Thanksgiving. Happy holidays!  

        

����������	
�����	
�

A single mother and her teenagers are given their 
Thanksgiving food. I heard one say,” Mom, now we can 
have a real Thanksgiving together”.                   

 

  
 

 

A lady uses her only 
means of transportation 
(a bike) to pick up her 
Thanksgiving dinner. 
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A note from our Couple of the Year 
 

     It’s hard to believe that it has been a year since you chose us as your couple of the year. 
It has been a privilege to represent Chapter M over the past year. We wish we could have done 
more over the year, but due to health problems we were unable to do all we had planned. 
However, we will continue to show our pride in Chapter M as we continue to visit and meet new 
members.  
     We arrived here last winter with 5,000 miles on our new bike. When we left to go back home we 
had 12,000 miles.  Then over the summer in Canada we put on 8,000 miles. So we are starting with 
20,000 for this season. If you love to ride and have the time, just give us a call and we are sure we 
can find new roads to travel and friends to meet. 
     We want to express our thanks to all of you for the prayers and support that you gave us over 
the past six months. It was your prayers and support that got Doug through his surgery and 
recovery. Thanks for the cards, the phone calls and the visits you made to Canada. These things 
all came at a time when there was a lull and they made our days. You just seemed to know when 
we needed you and you were there in person or some other way. For this we are truly grateful. 
 
  

�	�����������
Chapter Couple of the Year  

  

  
SSoommee  ooff   tthhee  tthhiinnggss  wwee  ddiidd  dduurr iinngg  tthhee  ppaasstt   yyeeaarr   
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22000088  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  GGWWRRRRAA  EEVVEENNTTSS  
 
 
Oct. 25                 FL2-E Chapter Picnic & Bene fit                                 Clewiston 

Oct. 31 – Nov.1   Panhandle Getaway                                                     Panama City 
Nov 1  Florida District Rider Ed Fair   St. Petersb urg 
Nov. 2  Ride For Kids,                                                              Sarasota County Te chnical Institute  
Nov. 8                  FL2-A 30th Anniversary. “Bu zzard Run”                   West Palm Beach 
Nov. 15                FL1-L2  Poker Run                                                       Brooksv ille 
Nov. 22  FL1-X Spaghetti Social    Orange Park 

Dec. 6                  FL1-S Mingle Jingle                                                     Zephyr hills 

  
2009 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS  

  

Jan. 10-11            CD Conference                                                            Kissimm ee        
Jan. 17                 FL2-L     Chapter Rally                                                Lakelan d 
Jan. 25                 FL2-D   4 Chapter Breakfast                                        Melbourne 

Feb . 08                South Florida Ride For Kids    Pompano Beach 

Feb. 14  FL1-T Poker Run    Inverness 
Feb. 21  Instructor Certification Class   TBA 
Mar. 12 – 14        Florida District Rally                                                    Kissimme e 

March 26-28 Alabama District Rally    Pelham, AL 
March 29 FL1-E2 America Diabetes Assoc. Poker Run F ort Walton Beach   
April 4  FL1-B Road Rally & Fun Day   Seffner 

April 4  Fl1-Q Relay for Life Poker Run   Milton 
April 11  FL2-G Charity Poker Run    Fort Myers 
April 18  FL1-W Green Eggs & Ham Poker Run  Orlando  

April 30- May 2 South Carolina District Rally   Myr tle Beach, SC 
May 9  FL1-F2  Poker Run/Motorcycle Rally  St. Pete rsburg     
June 11-13 Georgia District Rally    Hiawassee, GA 

Sept 19  FL1-A 15 th Anniversary Picnic   Lutz 
Nov. 14  Florida District Rider Ed Fair   St. Peter sburg �
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Don’t forget that each member can nominate a couple of the year for 09. 
Please get your nominations in to Rich or Lucy by December 10th. 
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  To put ads in this newsletter, you must be a member of Chapter M or GWRRA.  Space 

permitting – New ads will be allowed to have a short paragraph of about 2-5 lines describing the 
item for sale, plus up to 3 colored pictures.  The editor may adjust wording, and size of pictures 
will be adjusted to fit space available.  If you want to continue running the item for sale, you 
must let the editor know and it will be edited to 1 or 2 lines and no pictures. Ads may be e-
mailed or given directly to the editor. Once the item sells, please let the editor know so it can be 
removed. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
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If you want Chapter M shirts or patches, flags, decals, please call us ahead of 

time at 727-517-3552 .  We will bring them to the kick-tire or General  Meetings. 
 

A limited number of Chapter helmet hangers are available.  Please contact 
Pete Pawluk  @ 727 517-3552 for details. 

 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  

 
 

 

Chapter M Wearable Art 
 

Chapter M Shirts                               $ 15   
(Long Sleeved, short sleeved, golf, & tee’s) 
 
10” GWRRA Patch, Black & Gold        $  12 
Flags - “M”  &  American         $  15 
Chapter “M” Patch          $  4 
Visitation Bars          $  2 
Visitation Bar Hangers         $  2 
 

Please phone any changes in your address, telephone 
home/cell phone numbers or e-mail address to 

Rich Schaad – Cell-727-421-6083. 
We would like to keep our records up to date. 
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